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FOREWORD

The reading and writing of stories educates, eeschnd
entertains everyone. The stories in this book temiby
teenagers, will be particularly interesting foratheenagers,
though they contain important messages for audseotall
ages. These stories promote tolerance and respeathiers who
are seen as different in some way: in languag&ryisculture,
nationality, physical attributes, and any other wagt human
beings are different. We hope that these storidgaster
understanding and peace.

These stories provide an enjoyable opportunityntodase
vocabulary, reading comprehension, listening améking, and
ultimately, writing. The stories and exercises tbgeare a
whole-language anthology designed to improve comacaiion
skills. This book provides exercises that emplay th
cooperative/collaborative learning philosophy addrass
multiple learning styles.

Using stories is a magical way to teach. They Hezve at any
age and they can be used to learn serious and tampadinings
like tolerance. Here’s a summary of how storieslandjuage-
learning:

» provide motivation for reading

* heighten listening skills

» develop speaking skills

e use cooperative learning strategies
 foster creative language growth

e provide content-based material

» serve as model for further writing

All learners, from babies to grandparents, leaittebevith
stories; they are energizers. When someone sags/ie read
you a story,” listeners perk up their ears andeniiven hard



truths can be taught easily through stories. |@ti@gy stories as
an adjunct to the teacher’s repertoire in the otesn setting is
not only simple, but makes perfect sense. We hopeuge these
stories to open new worlds of content and of lesyni
possibilities. We also hope they serve as a spoagbto
motivating your own students to write stories.

NOTES FOR TEACHERS

Using stories is fun, but the process should natdmsidered
trivial or frivolous. Indeed, strong pedagogicadhy supports
using stories in classrooms. A good story can lpeyed without
warm-up or follow-on activities; it can provide batew
language to the reader as well as content forduitbnsideration
and reflection. However, the proper combinatioexdrcises for
use before and after the story is read can heljegihie student’s
learning and help the student get the most outefriteraction
with the story.

The exercises presented after each story are\waganeant to
be comprehensive. Teachers should choose the sxglamnd
guestions they feel best address the class’s feaguoals. The
exercises should also serve as a model for creititiger
exercises.
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Story Presentation

The stories do not have to be read in sequence. fifetichoice
could be the story you think that has the highatstrest for your
group. Each story can be presented in several Wwirg. is one
way.

1. Before reading, if the story has an illustratjplease see the
DVD), the teacher can ask students to look atheylcan also
read the title. Students guess what the storybgilhbout.
Teachers can also have the students turn to thabvdery
exercise, at the end of the story, and work wigladner to
determine which words are known and which are unknd hey
can explain the known words to each other. Theneashould
point out that these words will be presentetoid in the text of
the story so that students can guess the meanihg @ford from
context while they are reading. The actual exersis®ild not be
done at this point. If necessary, the teacher caveartial
explanation of the words or example sentence stgiint, but
not a full explanation.

It is important for the teacher to have read tloeysin advance.
The teacher can then prompt the students with &ésw
guestions about a dilemma or issue that is coverdte story.
These questions often take the form of “What woudd do if?”

2. First reading. The teacher can read aloud taldss, with the
students following in their books. Alternativelyudents can
keep their books closed and listen to the teacsat the story.
This is a good exercise in listening. Still anotapproach is to
have students read silently.

3. Second Reading. It's always good to hear a sice.
Regardless of the approach used in step 2, a seeadohg
should follow. Students could take turns reading.te teacher
could use the reading technique called “echo regdor choral
reading) for all or part of the second reading.ddading is the
technigue whereby the teacher reads a sentencé)athss
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immediately repeats it. This technique speeds cehgsion. In
short, a variety of approaches to reading shouldseel in steps
2 and 3.

4. The teacher gives students time to ask questibost any
difficulties with the story.

Storytelling and Retelling

It is beneficial to teach students how to retedl shories with the
appropriate tone, rhythm and pace to convey mealifiggn
they retell the story, they should not try to meiz®the stories
word for word. In fact, allowing the student to irogise in
English encourages the creative and authentic fusaglish
inside and outside of the classroom.

Types of Exercises

The exercises at the end of each story promote &@mpsion,
vocabulary, verbal and written skills, and critidaihking skills.
It is not necessary to use all of the exercises.

The order of the exercises is;

|.  Understanding the Story

II. Vocabulary

lIl. Now you Talk
V. Now you Write
V. Role Play

The only divergence from this order is in positnlf another
type of exercise is added, like grammar or sentenogpletion,

it is placed in position V, and Role Play is théaced in position
VI. The Role Play exercise is best last, becauseain
opportunity for the students to both consolidatenbw
vocabulary and grammar they have learned and terempnt
expressing themselves with new content and ideas fine story.

12



About the Exercises

Pair work (2 students) or small group work (3 tet&dents) is
suitable for all of the exercises, regardless ofthvér it is
suggested in the exercises. Pair work and groug piavide the
students with a natural way to practice listenind apeaking.

It is best if the teacher circulates during thereises in order to
help struggling pairs or groups by guiding themhwitirther
guestions or models. It also gives the teacheopip®rtunity to
pick up common errors, both in terms of the stoogatent and
the use of language.

The teacher should not interfere with the flow byrecting
students in the middle of an exercise as this plés off the
task at hand and makes the student more self-aussabout
their speech, which greatly reduces fluency. kater for the
class to collectively correct the common errorsrdfinishing the
exercise.

|.  Understanding the Story

This type includes discussing the main idea, mieltghoice
about the main idea, and answering questions dbestory.
The teacher may add other questions. After thisoeses it is
helpful to have a few pairs or groups report tikemclusions to
the class. Others could disagree or ask quesiiorst ask all
the groups to report, because that becomes tottrepeBe sure
to call on the students who may be too shy to welem This
exercise allows the teacher to find out the depth@students'
understanding of the stories.

13



II. Vocabulary

Included are a variety of vocabulary exercisescimag,
completing the sentence, explaining words to anpaytvriting
new sentences, explaining words in context. Theos&s
require the students to apply their understandfripeowords,
rather than just provide a definition. In the feliog examples
students must answer the questions that contagmvanord in
bold.

Sharenicknames used in your family or among your

friends.

When do you feel like atatue?

When do you neesdhelter?

Research has proven that this type of vocabulagycese helps
students apply the word in an authentic, naturgl. Wwae more
often the student “retrieves” the word, the mokelly the word
will be remembered.

lll. Now you Talk

These exercises are uniform, asking the studeniseoss, in
pairs or in small groups, questions about the stbing teacher
may add other questions that might arise. Afterdiseussion,
the teacher may ask for some groups to reportlays, it is
important to limit this reporting while being surecall on more
quiet students.

IV. Now you Write

The suggestions in this section include writingiansary,

letters, emails, dialogs, opinions on the stowescriptions of
characters, and expanded reports on the discussinrthe

"Now you Talk" section. It also includes rewrititige ending.
Again, the teacher may add topics for the writiagt®n and also

14



give suggestions about the appropriate lengthh®mtriting.
This exercise is suitable for a homework assignmigpon

returning to class, or after the students writelass, the teacher
could call on volunteers who would like to readitheiting.
Students should not be required to read theirngiéiloud to the
class. Another idea is to have a place in the dagsthe
hallway where students can display their writingisTincreases
the audience for whom they are writing, and thesrth
motivation to write. It also allows other studetdontinue
learning and practicing the new language.

V. Role Play

In this section are three to six situations, eitieeenactments of a
scene or of problems posed in the story, or animatige scene
that could have happened in the story. Give theestis time to
prepare their dialogs. The teacher needs to determinether
that particular class needs to write down the dislor do the
dialog extemporaneously. In either case the teaokeds to give
the students time to prepare. If the number ofesttglin the
class is larger than the number of roles providethb three to
six situations listed, more than one pair may lsegagd the
same situation. The role plays will be differentantdone by
different pairs. Students usually enjoy this exacif students in
your class have never done a role play, it woul@ddpful if the
teacher and a brave student, or two students, noodedf the
situations. With young teenagers, it takes se@askes for
students to get used to the idea of role play. @meg do, it
becomes one of the most powerful tools in the tedsh
repertoire for learning and practicing new langusigés.

15



Alternative exercises

This group of exercises, which appears from timene in
position IV, includes:

- Grammar Practice: students rewrite sentences using
different verb tenses or nouns and pronouns

- Oral Grammar Practice: students retell sentenaag us
different verb tenses or nouns and pronouns

- Combining Sentences: students combine two or three
sentences to make one sentence

- Adjectives: students change adjectives into theparative
form

- Sentence Completion: students complete a senteitic@mv
appropriate ending

- Chronology: students put events in the correctrorde
Practicing Writing Questions: students write quoati
based on a sentence

Please be confident that you as the teacher wokwhen to use
as many or as few of these exercises as seemsaippeavith
different classes. You want to use the materiatéate as much
interaction among your students as possible. Aés . free to
create new activities that will deepen your stugldetarning.

Ideas for Using the Video

Some of the stories in this book were dramatizethbystudents
and filmed. The accompanying DVD contains thesadd
stories. Some are dramatic presentations, withitbiowt a
narrator, and some are a series of pictures wildrator’s voice.

The idea of the DVD is to give your students sodeas about
how to elaborate on the “Role Play” activities athg mentioned
above and that are found after each story in tleeceses section.

16



Dramatizing a story is a good way to practice aygenown
phrases and structures and to explore new usas@fidge. We
strongly recommend that students try dramatizimgostories
they read as well as stories they have written Hedves.

Here are a few ideas on how to use the accompaiyiy
Questions and Answers

Enjoy watching the dramatized story after readimgdtory and
doing the exercises. Compare the dramatized vetsitre
written version. Answer:

1. How were they different? Why do you think the chesg
were made”?

2. Was the dramatized version as you had imaginexdGt)f
what was different?

3. How would you have done all or part of it differigrit

Option: First try watching with only the sound (eo\the TV
screen with a cloth, for example). Try to visuali@e story as
you hear it. Watch and then answer the questioogeab

Model

Before watching the video, students dramatize tiwey/ s
themselves. After acting it out in groups or innfrof the class,
the students then watch the video and discusgeifées.

No sound

Watch the video without sound. Using the pauseobudts
frequently as needed, have students identify ckensand
explain what is happening in the scene.

17



Option: Allow students to work in groups to reprodiwa script
that will fit with the action on the screen. Growgas then test
their reproduction by trying tdubthe film with their own script.
Afterward, watch the video to check the accuracthefdubbed
version.

Freeze Frame

Freeze the scene ahead of time by pushing paussv sludents
to identify the characters and explain their gugsave them
also try to guess what part of the story is belmgs1. Push play
and check your answers.

Option: While watching the story from the beginniggu can
pause the story in order to point out specific iletagestures,
facial expressions, clothing, decorations in thekigaound,
position of characters in a scene, etc. A teacaertitzen ask
“Why?” questions to motivate discussion.

Follow-on Writing

Have your students write a letter or email to tlelents who
dramatized the story. In the first paragraph, tgylain what
they liked about the dramatized version. In thet oee or two
paragraphs, they can explain how they think thidadcbe
converted into a major film (recommend famous acfor
certain parts, for example). In the last paragrépgy summarize
their thoughts. Students with artistic talent caaretry making a
poster to go with the film idea.

18



Students’ Stories



20



Our Teacher's Story

Karina Melkumyants, 12,
Kazan

It was our first day at school after summer hotglaAll the
students werdressed upand looked pretty. After the line-up we
went to the classroom where our teacher, Irinaove#,
introduced the new boy to us. But tleaction was bad; our boys
and girls started laughing at him, because he whbke us.

His name was Lasha and he was born in Kazakhdtan.
had five sisters and had a dark skin color. Onedang, “Lasha
Is dirty; look at his skin.”

It was very rude, but my classmates didn’t warthtok
about that. They thought it was fun being rudeaimeone
different. Then our teacher told us that we mustnloee polite to
Lasha. Nobody listened to her, but they listenedmtie teacher
shared her story:

“| was a 7" grade student when a new girl, Aygul, from
Kazakhstan came to my class. Nobody wanted toi&eds with
her. But | spent time with her and we became bestds. |
learned about the Kazakllture. One summer, | went with
Aygul to Kazakhstan to see Aygulslatives. Aygul was a
smart girl and got a gold medal for her excelleatiging. Most
people are great and we need to give them a charst®w it.”

After this story we asked Lasha to forgive us.rboe
understood that Lasha is wonderful and now everyaan@s to
be friends with him.

P.S. I'm telling you my secret: without Lasha’dghe
wouldn’t know mathematics well.

21



Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What do you think is the main idea of the story?
1. One must give everyone respect.

2. Aygul was a nice girl.

3. People from Kazakhstan are all nice.

Il. Vocabulary

Apply the words by answering the questions.

1. dressed up: When or why do you get dressed up?

2. reaction: Why didthe students react in such a way?

3. shared: Why is it important to share (things or stories)?

4. culture: Describe something about the culture of your area.
5. relatives: Who are your relatives? And what is their relation
you?

lll. Now you Talk

1. Describe a time when you were rude or someorseruge to
you.

2. Why are people from different nationalities letant of each
other?

3. Which people would you have a hard time gettmige friends
with?

IVV. Now you Write

1. Describe a time when you saw someone beinglvadause of
a difference.

2. Summarize Irina Petrovna's story.

3. Write a letter from Lasha to his cousin in Kazstin.

22



V. Grammar Practice
Change the present tense verb to past, then tenpaist tense
sentence into a question.
Example:
It is the first day of school.
Past: It was the first day of school.
Question: Was it the first day of school?
1. The boy is rude.
2. They think it is fun to tease Lasha.
3. They don't want to be friends with her.
4. The teacher tells a story.

VI. Role Play

1. Two girls: They criticize Lasha.

2. Teacher and Lasha: After class, they talk abaaha's first
day in school.

3. Lasha and his father: At home, they createadesjy to solve
his problem.

4. Lasha and two boys: They talk about sports.

5. Teacher and her friend Aygul: They remember whew
first met.

23



My Dagestan

Magomedova Zaira, 15,
Khasavyurt

| live in a small but very beautifuépublic — Dagestan. It is a
multinational republic. People of 43 nationalitispeaking 38
national languages, live here. Imagine if the Rars&anguage
weren’t the common language. How would we commuaica
with each other?

The nations are different, the languages areréifite but
there is one thing that unites all of our natiotedt it is
hospitality and love of our Republic. No matter what natiawali
you are, you are always welcome in any mountaindlagye or
family. The mountaineers used to say, “May the theair the
house where the guest was offended perish.” Thefbed, the
best bed, the best chair — all of these are fogtiest. The other
thing is a great respect felderly people. Young people take
good care of them. People respect their relatimesn@ighbors
and are always ready to help them.

One day late in the evening my father saw a mamdatg in
the city square with his bag. It was a late hout sy father
came up to him and asked him, “Do you need any®iing
“I'm a tourist from St. Petersburg,” the man said, “and | don't
know where my group is. | lost my way in the loosrket and
when | came to the place where our bus was, thasenebody
there. They went to Makhachkala without me, thigkiinat |

24



must have gone themedependently. | have just been to the
local hotel but there are nacantrooms there.”

My father said, “I see you are a good man. Legaso my
house, and you may spend a night there and in tneiny
you’'ll go home. My wife will give you a good supper

He came to our house. At first my mother told rathér
that it was not right to bring an unknown man te blouse, but
my father said that if a man was in need we hdtetp him. In
the morning he left us saying that the people igd3tan were
very hospitable. He gave us his address and askezlwisit him
in St. Petersburg.

| am very glad that | was born and live in Dagesta
Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What do you think is the main idea in the story?

1. It is important to be kind.

2. No one should separate from the group.

3. Dagestan is the only city where people are haisia.

Il. Vocabulary
Finish the sentence with the best word in the list.

republics hospitality elderly tourist independeatly vacant
1. This room is empty; you can stay in this

room.
2. We give great respect to our oplee
3. Dagestan is one of the Rusgsia.

4. He will have to travel to that city alone,

5. Dagestani people are proud of their , and are
kind to guests.
6. He is travelling around Russia; he is a

25



lll. Now you Talk

1. Talk about hospitality in your home.

2. If you could travel, where would you like to go?

3. Was the mother or the father correct abounigttihe man stay
in their home?

IVV. Now you Write
Choose one of the questions in Exercise Ill andevailong
answer.

V. Role Play

1. The tourist and hotel clerk: They talk abouttirist getting
a room.

2. The father and the tourist: They meet in the sgfuare.

3. The father and the mother: She disagrees abeutriknown
man coming to the house.

4. The writer and the tourist: She asks him allul&i.
Petersburg.

5. The tourist and the tour leader: They talk altbeattourist
being separated from the group.
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First Step to Friendship

Alena Samarina, 15
Samara

On the 1st of September | had my first day at stBo133.
Earlier | had studied at scha®l 32, and had many friends and
was at home there.

But then on that first day: new people, new faocesy
school. | stayed alone in the corner and watchedutuye
classmates talking to each other. They laughedpakie loudly,
but | was still alone.

The girls looked at me as if | were alien from another world,
strange andnusual. | felt that | would never have friends here.

The bell rang, and everyone came in the room.sl tha last
student. | sat alone at the back of the class. Nphbalked to me.
| was so confused!!!

The next day, when | sat (again alone) on the ¢hdire back
and tried tqorepare for my first lesson, one girl sat near me and
said: “Hi! What's your name?” The class had notstatted.

Little by little, Anya and | started to laugh. it#d jokes to
each other, and myood became better and better.
The next day and next week, we spent all our together! So,
in this way | made a new friend.

Anyacheered me upvhen | was lost and alone. She was the
first who made the first step to our friendshipw#s very
important for me at that moment! I'm happy. We stit friends.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Why does Alena feel so unhappy in her new school?

Il. Vocabulary

Match the words in bold to a word or phrase onritlet.
A. alien 1. get ready

B. unusual 2. make someone happy

C. prepare 3. stranger, foreigner

D. mood 4. to be different, not the same
E.cheer me up 5. the way you feel, condition
lIl. Now you Talk

1. Discuss the problems of being new in any graupy out of
school.

2. What quality must Anya have in order to do wstae did?
3. How old do you think Anya and Alena are?

IVV. Now you Write
1. An email from Alena to a friend at her last saho
2. A summary of the story in five to seven sentence

V. Role Play

1. The teacher and the writer: After school, tleeler asks her
how she can help.

2. Anya and a friend: They talk about the new diténa.

3. The writer and her brother: They talk aboutrtiiest day in
school.

4. The writer and Anya: They make plans for the ke®el.
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A Blue Pencill

Gulnaz Akhmetzyanova, 16
Ufa

Alice was drawing a picture, but she had only ole b
pencil. She decided to ask her classmate for angrercil. But
Dasha was vergude to Alice. | am not sure, but maybe Alice is
poor. | am sure that Dasha is rich.

When theyhanded intheir pictures to the teacher, she was
surprised. Alice’s picture was drawn with only adlpencil.
“Alice, why did you draw a picture in blue with mbher colors?”

“I am sorry, teacher, but | have only one penait] @ is
blue." said Alice. “| asked Dasha ltman me a green pencil, but
she said no.”

The teacher was surprised, “Dasha is usually kiBdt'then
the teacher learned from other classmates thatedD&aRl often
rude with her classmates.

The next day, before class, the teacher said e All want
you to have these pencils so that you can drawngstwith
many colors.”

Alice was so happy and skkared her new pencils with
other pupils in her class. The other girls weralkim her and
helped her too.

The students didn't speak to Dasha all that dag.nBxt day
Dasha went to Alice, “I am sorry for beisgngy. | know that is a
very bad thing. Please forgive me.” Dasha had &helesson.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
What do you think is the main idea?

Il. Vocabulary Practice
Choose a word on the right that is an antonym (watd an
opposite meaning) to a word on the left.

A. rude 1. generous

B. hand in 2. borrow

C. loan 3. kind

D. share 4. receive

E. stingy 5. keep for oneself
lIl. Now you Talk

1. Recall a time when someone was stingy or geisdmuyou.
2. What do you think about what Dasha did?
3. How should the teacher help Dasha?

IVV. Now you Write

1. A letter to Dasha to help her.

2. Create a dialogue between Dasha and Alice, abmatek
after the story.

3. Write a letter to Dasha's mother. Ask her tk talDasha
about sharing.
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V. Chronology
Put these statements in order by numbering them 1-5

A. The other students said that Dasha wastud
classmates.

B. Alice had only one pencil.

C. The teacher gave Alice new colored pencils
D. Dasha did not loan a pencil to Alice.

E. Alice handed in her “blue” drawing.

VI. Role Play

1. Dasha and Alice: Alice asks Dasha for a pencil.

2. Teacher and Alice: The teacher asks Alice aheusingle-
color drawing.

3. Two students: They talk about Dasha or Alice.

4. Dasha and her mother: Her mother talks to heutabeing
generous.
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How | Changed my
Opinion about a Person

Anna Kalyuzhina, 15
Novocherkassk

This is a story about my classmates. A new girlal was in
our class. She wasn’t a bad girl, but she was offrem
nationality. Her hair didn't look like ours did. She didntidy in
her last class and made many mistakes. Maybeshaty our
classmates didn’t like her. She never did homewSdine girls
complainedto the teacher.

Our teachersonstantly maderemarks to her, and that got
boring for us. My classmates laughed at hertaadedher. At a
school meeting our teacher told our parents alhotlihat night,
my mother asked, “Anna, | want you to be nice todr The
teacher said she has no friends.” | thought aliarid decided to
try to be her friend.

The next day, | talked with Irina. | found hertte nice and
kind. She liked music like | do. She liked shoppiag. We
became friends. | helped her with her homeworksirelbegan
to study better.

| talked with my classmates about Irina. Aftertthiaey
began to talk with her tode all learned from our mistake of
judging another.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Write what you think is the main idea.

Il. Vocabulary
Complete these sentences with the following words.
nationality constantly remarks teased compined

1. The teacher made aboutuustrgy.
2. The girls Irina about laar h

3. They that she didn't do her
homework.

4. She was not of their :

5. The teacher told heutty shore.
lIl. Now you Talk

1. When have you changed your opinion?

2. How does a poor student become a good student?
3. What activities do you enjoy with friends?

4. How did Anna help Irina?

IVV. Now you Write
1. Write a summary of the story.
2. Write a dialogue between Anna and Irina.

V. Role Play

1. The writer and another girl: They talk abouhd's hair.

2. Teacher and Anna's mother: Teacher asks ha&lpdrma.

3. Anna and her mother: They talk about Irina.

4. The writer and two classmates: She tells thebetkinder to
Irina.
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Apologizing Isn’t a
Weakness

Lyubov Manzheeva, 15
Elista

Sveta didn't know what to do. Her best friendsst&aand
Masha, had gotten into an argument. How couldliappen?
And Sasha wanted her to choose between them!

It was unbelievable to Sveta. The friendship eftlfiree
girls had been an example for other students. Mioite girls in
class envied their friendship.

But that day something happened to change all thatha
and Masha were sitting in the classroom, talkintp wi
enthusiasm Sveta was reading her history book and at theesa
time listening to her friends. Soon Sveta notittexy had started
to argue.

“Why are you alwaysomplaining?” Sasha said in an
irritated voice.

“What? | am not complaining! You are wrong! Ifiyo
don’t like what | say, just tell me. | won'’t felurt.”

Thequarrel went on for a long time. The rest of the day
Sasha and Masha wouldn’t talk to each other. Hoamething
more awful happened. Sasha came to Sveta and‘Aaigpu
know, Masha and | had an argument. She was sbl¢éeri can'’t
stay friends with her because she doesn’t undetrsten You
can’t be friends with both of us. You must choase:or her.”
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Sveta was shocked. “Sasha, you can’t ask me tcsehoo
between my two best friends.”

“Well you have to; | can’t be friends with you iby stay
friends with Masha,” Sasha said. She turned imeoctassroom.

When Sveta got home, she went straight to her mothe
“Mom, | need your advice. I'm in a difficult sittian.”

“What happened?”

“Today Sasha and Masha quarreled. And now Sashswa
me to choose between Masha and her. What shalad’|

“That is a strange thing for Sasha to ask you toYou are
all best friends. You can’t break off your friengskhat way.
What do you think you could do?”

“Maybe | could help thensompromise?”

“That's good. Explain to both of them how importans
to be friends. You are right. Sometimes friendsm
compromise. Itisn’'t a weakness. Maybe someoliehawe to
apologize Only a strong person is capable of understanaling
mistake and knowing when to admit this to anotlerspn.”

“Mother, you are so wise.”

The next day Sveta knew exactly what to do.

She found Sasha and Masha in the classroom suting
opposite sides of the room. Sveta asked Sashaitagthe hall
to talk. “l thought a lot about your quarrel. Ase person told
me ‘to make a compromise doesn’'t mean to be weak.’
Remember that Masha and you are friends, bestfieAfter all
this time, you don’t want to destroy it in one marmelo you?”

Sasha looked down, “You're right. What should Pto
“Make up with her.”
“I guess | should apologize, but it is hard aftéf aaid.”

Sasha kept her promise and the three of them sheed
friendship. They learned that sometimes we juséha give in
to someone else.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the story
Discuss this story’s main idea with a partner.

Il. Vocabulary
Match the words with their definitions.
A. compromise 1. to have a disagreement with someone

B. apologize 2. to have great interest and excitement

C. complain 3. to voice a negative opinion, express
discontent

D. advice 4. two people giving in/up to solve a
problem

E. quarrel 5. suggestions on how to do something

F.enthusiasm 6. to say that you were wrong

lIl. Now you Talk

1. Share a time when you had to apologize for slomgt

2. What advice would you give to the girls?

3. What was the argument between Sasha and MaAtaa7t
Important?

IVV. Now you Write

1. The dialogue when Sasha apologizes to Masha.

2. The main idea/s of this story in 3 to 5 sentence

3. Sveta writes an email about this to a friendnother city.

V. Role Play

1. Masha, Sasha, and Sveta: They are talking ajmiog to the
movies.

2. Sasha and Masha: They have a big argument aldmayt they
both like.

3. Sasha and her mother: They talk about her aggtimith Masha.

4. Sasha and Masha: Sasha is apologizing; Mastacsion.
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How to Get Along with Classmates
(from my own experience)

Gevorg Mergelyan, 16
Novocherkassk

When | was six years old, my family moved to Ragsbm
Armenia. When | went to school, | didn’t know thedRian
language at all, only two words “” and “+ ”. Also we lived
in the badlistrict of town. My classmates didn’t accept me. |
was a foreigner. | didn't speak Russian and | wieak.

They were cruel to me every day, teasing me andimgto
fight. | could do nothing. But in my class theresnaaboy named
lvan who accepted and liked me. He even taught ossiBn. He
was also weak physically.

When | told my father about the problem, he plagepeat
role in helping me. He made me go to judo and titaene. |
became very strong and won some competitions. enfra@hds
with manypeersin two years. Gradually | began to notice that
my classmatesespectedme.

They were even afraid of my best friend lvan beediustood
up for my friend. He was a very clever boy, budicn’t like
sports. Ivan liked reading and writing. He was acedent pupil.
He helped me and | also did well at school. Theais wfine
mutual understanding between him and me.

Soon my family moved from that district to a bethee. |
was very glad, but | missed my friend lvan. In tigev school my
classmates accepted me at once.

My own life story shows how an intolerant attitudened to
respect. It is even good that | had such diffisttliations in my
life. Now | know how tosolvesuch problems.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

Ask these questions with your partner.

1. What was Gevorg's first problem?

2. What did Ivan do to help Gevorg?

3. Why did Gevorg's classmates insult him?
4. How did Gevorg's father help him?

5. How did Gevorg help Ivan?

Il. Vocabulary

Complete these sentences with the best words.
mutual district peers solve weak respect

1. Later he became friends with many of his :
2. After he learned judo, he was not :

3. They had understanding about mhamys.
4. They were intolerant and showed him no :
5. There are many ways to oblgms.
6. He moved from a poor toleerione.
lll. Now you Talk

In a group, create three thinking questions toadmskut this story.
A thinking question cannot be answered in one orwerds,
like “yes” or “no”.

V. Now you Write

1. An answer to one of the questions in Exercise I.
2. Write a news report about a competition.

3. Write a character description of Gevorg andvanl

V. Role Play

1. The writer and two bullies: They criticize him.

2. The writer and Ivan: They become friends.

3. The writer and his father: The father suggesistisns.

4. The writer and Ivan: They talk about their fatur

5. The writer and a teacher: The teacher congtasilam for his
wisdom.
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A Girl and a
Wheelchair

Olga Gonchar, 14
Kazan

Alina came to our class from another class insttieol.
She was 13 and she habblems with her legs; she couldn’t
move them and moved around with a wheelchair.

Everybody became very quiet when shteeeledherself
into the room. Anna was in the back of the classpédring to
Tatiana, and they both laughed. | looked at theth a$ mean a
look as | could make. | helped the teacher bringksand
supplies to Alina.

At break, Anna came up to me and said, “Olga, &lsa
cripple. We don't think it is cool for you to be friendhjth her.”

Tatiana added, “Right, if no one is friendly ta,hmaybe
she will go back to her other class. We really tiaant her in
our class.”

“This is unbelievable. What do you mean? Do youeha
right to disapprove of someone just because stisabled. You
are the freaks.” | was angry. | imagined what itdofeel like to
be in her place... Imagine no one wanting to be yoend, and
because it is something you can't change.

| would hate to be looked at wiflity, or fright or even
disgust

During the next class,dbservedher for some time. She
was just like any of us: a pretty face, bright eyese smile. She
laughed at the same jokes we did, she knew albthst news in
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politics, science, fashion and music. | decided kheanted to
become friends with her.

Several years later she had surgery on her leya@n she
can walk, jJump, run and enjoy her life. She alse loés of
friends, but still she says that I'm her best fden

Now we can go swimming, even dancing together!dlad
that | was with her during that difficult period loér life. This
experience helped me to understand different pdugiter.

I’m convinced that it doesn’t matter if a pers@sh
disabilities or not. Appearance plays an importatd in our life,
but it is not the main thing-he main thing is to be a good
person inside!

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Discuss this story's main idea with a partner.

Il. Vocabulary
Match these words with a synonym/phrase on the.righ

A. problems 1. feel sorry for

B. to wheel 2. watch and look at

C. cripple 3. difficult things to solve

D. disabled 4. move around in a wheeled chair
E. pity 5. someone who walks differently
F. disgust 6. annoyance; extreme dislike

G. observe 7. not being able to do something
lll. Now you Talk

1. Retell the story, taking turns.
2. What would you have done if you had been Olga?
3. Describe another disability.

IVV. Now you Write
1. Describe the two main characters.
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2. Write an email from Tatiana to Anna.
3. Write a summary of the story.

V. Grammar Practice

Combine the two or three sentences into one. Exargle came
into the room. The students left. “When she canetime room,
the students left.”

1. She has lots of friends. | am still her besrfd.

2. She had surgery. Now she can walk. She can daace

3. Anna said unkind things. Olga became angry.

4. |1 observed her. She laughed at the same jokes.

VI. Role Play

1. Alina and the writer: Their first conversatiditea class.

2. The writer and Anna: They disagree about Alina.

3. Anna and Tatiana: They discuss getting Alinaafuhe class.
4. The writer and the teacher: They talk about hmaolve the
problem.

5. Alina and the writer (after the surgery): Thégrpwhat to do.
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Botanic

Nina Bazan, 13
Novocherkassk

People who don’'t know me well sometimes call‘inatanic™”.
| think it happens because | get only A’s in myds#s. | love to
read and often take part in different competitidthewever, |
don't think | am a botanic. In my opinion a botaisia person
who doesn't like to go walking or play sports batyolikes to
study, study and study.

One day | left thdibrary and on my way | met a boy from
my yard. His name was Victor. There were some baoksy
bag and when he saw them, he began to laugh.

| asked him, “What’s up? Why are you laughing?”
“Hee, Hee! You are a botanic! Do you know thisn&i”

| was annoyed when | heard it, but | answered,c@Qfrse, |
know. I'm a botanic. | do love studying! Everyomeaur city
knows this. | meaglever people. Have you any other
guestions?"

He was upset because he didotceedwith his joke. “OK, |
understand. | have no more questions. Bye!”

From this day on, | understood one important thinfy
anybody says something to make you saddmmpatessed agree
with this person. Say you agree and then they &apn\v what to
say. They won't laugh at you.

Now, to all rude questions | answer: “Yes, I'm Blave you
any other questions?”
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Write in one sentence the main idea.

Il. Vocabulary

With a partner, write a new sentence with thesedgior
1. botanic

2. library

3. clever

4. succeed

5. depressed

lll. Now you Talk

1. What is a “botanic” to you?

2. What can you do if someone calls you a namedgott like?
3. What did the narrator do to Victor to stop him?

I\VV. Now you Write
Summarize what the narrator says to Victor to siispudeness,
and then give your opinion of that approach togfablem.

V. Grammar Practice
Change the verb from past to present continuousiiple: He
played basketball. He is playing basketball.

1. He called me a “botanic”.

2. She laughed at him.

3. | studied English.

4. 1 went to the library.

VI. Role Play
1. Tanya and her teacher: They talk about her caxipetition.
2. Victor and the narrator: He teases her.
3. The narrator and her mother: They discuss h@&wvanto
Victor.
4. Victor and a friend: They talk about Nina.
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Being an Emo

Milyausha Murzabaeva, 16
Ufa

Sometimes we don't like it when a friend changesnd. has
been my friend since we were children. We alwayadithe
same things, the same dresses, and the same kimalsaf. But

one day she said, “l want to be an '‘emo'.

| knew about this style but | didn’t like it. Emase teenagers
that wear pink and black clothes, and listen totwhilaink is
ugly music. Emo is a style of clothedjfastyle, and it is very
popular all over the world.

| said, “Liana, | don't want you to become an en&@drry,
but that's what | want,” she replied She becamenan. | was
surprised that her parents didn’t disapprove. | was stiérids
with her, but in her school her classmates andrdtlends
became mean to her. They didn’t like her new st$le was
really sad. | was surprised that she didn’'t chdrayeviews. She
just started wearing other clothes and made frientisother
emos. | became sad too but | still triedstgoport her.

Liana liked her new style, her new friends, but Wwasging a
hard time with her classmates. Her paraabgisedher, “Stay an
emo and change schools.” | thought it was a goed,idxcept
maybe her new classmates will hurt her too jusabse she
doesn’t look like them.

Eventually she found solution. She just explained to her
friends what an emo is and they understood hdhdhway she
made friends with her classmates again. She issteémo and

she is still in her old school.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

With a partner, answer the gquestions.

1. How does Liana change?

2. How is this accepted by her classmates?
3. What solution do her parents suggest?
4. How does Liana solve the problem?

Il. Vocabulary
Complete the sentences with the best word.

solution advised supported surprised lifestyle
1. Emo is a type of

2. My parents me to help her
3. 1 her even when she became @an em
4. Everyone was by her new
clothes.

5. The her parents suggested veashge
schools.

lll. Now you Talk

1. What do you think about the emo lifestyle?
2. Describe that lifestyle.
3. How would your parents react if you wanted taheemo?

IVV. Now you Write

1. Describe the emo lifestyle.

2. Write a letter to your grandmother, explaininigywwou are an
emo.

V. Role Play

1. Liana and the writer: They argue about Lianaosiay to be
an emo.

2. Liana and her parents: She convinces them.

3. The writer and her brother: He complains aboanha.

4. Two students and the writer: They ask aboutd.ian

5. Liana and the writer: They talk about her movim@nother

school.
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The Dream Came True

Tuyana Kayukinova, 15
Elista

| met Alexandra two years ago and she told me abeut
life and her dream. She was a vet and wanteddo afpet
clinic.

She said, “I need a lot of money to pay the rdns hard to
find a good place. And when | find a good plabe, owner of
the shop asks a really high price! | don’'t knowaivto do. |
don’t have any ideas about how to get the money.”

Alexandra was verypsetso | decided to help her. | told
my friends about her, and we agreed we wantedlpher. We
started working together to raise money for heanre We
worked as babysitters, waitresses, anything wedcihirk of.
After two months we had all the money we needed.

We paid for theent. Alexandra could open her own pet
clinic! She was very happy. “I’'m vegrateful that you helped
me! It would have been impossible without you! Bhgam
came true!” she said.

| said, “I'm very happy that our efforts were notvain!”

Now, Alexandra has a great pet clinic, and we Hmeome
best friends.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What do you think is the main idea in this story?
1. There is usually a solution to a problem.

2. One should not have difficult dreams.

3. Vets take care of animals.

Il. Vocabulary

With a partner answer the questions about the wiardsid.
1. What different types dlinics are there?

2. Do youown anything? What?

3. When was the last time you weneset?

4. For what types of things/places does one haveyogrd?
5. When are yograteful? How do you show gratitude?

lll. Now you Talk

1. Discuss a time when you were grateful for hedonf another.
2. What does one do in a clinic? Have you evenlbe®ne?

3. Why are vets important? What is the long wandaf “vet”?

IVV. Now you Write
Write your opinion of this story.

V. Complete the Sentence
Match the two parts to make a correct sentence.

A. Alexandra 1. babysitting.

B. She didn't have 2. to make her dream come
true.

C. My friends and | 3. money for the rent.

D. We worked at jobs like 4. very grateful that netped

her.

E. We earned enough 5. wanted to help her.

F. Afterwards Alexandra was 6. wanted to becometa
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VI. Role Play

1. Alexandra and the writer: Talking about thelgpeon with the
rent.

2. The writer and two friends: Discussing how tleg going to
raise the money.

3. Alexandra and the owner of the shop: They disthe price
of the rent.

4. The writer and her father. They disagree abeutraising
money for her friend.

5. The writer and her brother: She tries to get tu help raise
the money.
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The Sunglasses

Dinara Galiullina, 13
Kazan

Last year we had an unusual situation in my scHaiane
joined our class, but she always looked sad andlsves/s wore
dark sunglasses. None of my classmates wouldddikt.

One day our teacher said: “Dinara, you are thel loé#he
class, so why don’t you try to communicate withi®@ She’s
not bad!”

The next day, | went up to see her and said, tH&iane!
How are you?”

She replied, “Hi! I'm O.K.” And that was that.ltioked like
she didn't want to be friendly.

Day after day, | began@nversationand over and over
again, she said little. Finally, after a week shie ,s‘Thank you
for talking to me, Dinara! You are very nice anddkito me, but
I’'m afraid you’ll change youopinion about me if | tell you why
| always wear sunglasses”.

| answered, “You shouldn’t worry! Tell me, | watiat
know!”

Then she told me her sad story. Diane had onlyegre She
lost the other one when she was four years oldlways put my
glasses on, because | don’'t want anyone to seggiyyeye.”

“Oh, don't worry. | am your friend. There is natbito
worry about.” Diane wagrateful that unlike many other silly
children of my age, | could accept her secret. Qifgr that
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conversation ftealized how it would be difficult to study in our
class - without any support - without any friends.

Diane decided to share her story with the clas$hat they
wouldn't have the wrong idea about her wearingsgiasbut the
reaction was awful. To my shame most of the clagssiaegan
to laugh at Diane and call her names like “Foatdblgirl” or
“One Eye”.

Diane started crying. It was such a shock for hes mad
and screamed from the top of my lungs: “Guys, wieng for
you to act like this. Having only one eye doesmetn she is
stupid. And it doesn’t give you any right to cadlrtbad names!
We study in one class; we need to be friendly thedher and
we have to help each oth&he is as good as you and rhd
couldn’t stay in that classroom. Diane and | lefdther.

Next day somethinguiraculous happened. All the girls and
boys asked Diane to forgive them for their rudeawadr; they
asked her questions and helped if she needed ad\oki
assistanceFinally, Diane had become a member of our class a
| am proud of my classmates, because they wereemisagh to
understand thate are all different, but all equal.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

With a partner, answer these questions.

1. How was Diane different from her classmates?

2. How did the classmates act toward her?

3. What did the teacher ask Dinara to do?

4. Why didn't Diane talk to Dinara at first?

5. Why does Diane wear sunglasses?

6. How did Dinara react to Diane's story?

7. How did their classmates react to Diane's story?
8. What did Dinara and Diane do after the classtes®
9. What did the classmates do the next day?

10. What conclusion do you make from these answers?
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Il. Vocabulary
Match the words with the synonyms or definitions.

A. grateful 1. help

B. opinion 2. people talking together
C. conversation 3. thankful

D. realize 4. magical

E. miraculous 5. idea

F. assistance 6. know

lIl. Now you Talk

1. What would you say to the class if you weretdaeher?
2. Have you ever been in a similar situation? Dbeat.
3. How else could Dinara have helped Diane?

IVV. Now you Write
Write a description of two of the characters.

V. Role Play
1. Diane and the writer: Their first real conveiwat
2. The writer and two girls: She talks to them adomane.

3. The teacher and two students: She tells theynateewrong.

4. The writer and two boys: She tells them theyei@ng.
5. The writer and her mother: The writer reportaadrat
happened in the class.
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Peoples’ Eyes Speak All
Languages

Zhavgarat Gadzhieva, 14
Khasavyurt

A year ago | happened to go toiaternational camp in
Bulgaria. Before | went there | was afraid thatduln’t be able
to understand my new friends because | didn’t sjfigakish
well.

In the morning | met boys and girls from differeountries.
There were children from Mongolia, China, Japaniteth
Kingdom, and from both North and South Americafifdt the
main language was smiling. All people like kind @¥®iso we
started making our own camp languageommunicatewith
each other. It was difficult to understand my newerfd from
China, Pang. He knew English very well puéferred to keep
silent and be alone. Once | asked him to tell n,ualhina and
his family.

He smiled, kept a short silence and finally s&iyr family
lives in Beljing. There are eight of us in the fgmMy father is
asalesman My little brother wants to work asshop assistant
He dreams of becoming a good salesman whom cussosmmier
love and from whom they will always buy differehtrigs. He
wants to have the best shop in China.” When heesppkmile
appeared on his face.

| understand how important it is to be able tcelnsto a
person, especially someone who is from a diffecetttire. Later
we became very good friends. Now he sends me esmarings
me up very often.

An open heart and a welcome smiles a signal and call
for friendship.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What do you think is the main idea in this story?

1. It is important to be afraid of strangers.

2. The writer is shy and not happy to meet others.
3. One can understand others if one reaches dheno.

Il. Now you Talk

1. What are the different ways to communicate aitiew
person?

2. Talk about a time when you tried to make a neswnfl, and
how you did it.

3. Describe a situation when you have been in dagisituation.
4. In pairs or small group summarize the storyiva entences
and then read to class.

lIl. Now you Write

1. Write an email from Pang to the author of tloeyst

2. Write about a time when you had to reach ogbtoeone.
3. Write a newspaper article about the camp. Adcendetails.

V. Role Play

1. The writer and her mother: Before leaving fanpashe tells
her mother her fears.

2. The writer and roommate: They try to talk, eyt don’t
know a common language.

3. A teacher at camp and two boys: They talk aboaiboys
being too shy.

4. The writer and Pang: They have a conversation.

5. Two girls: They disagree about talking to pedpben
different cultures.

53



New Girl

Tatiana Kegich, 14
Novocherkassk

Last school year a new girl came to our class.rtdene was
Anna. She didn’tommunicatewith anybody. My friend asked
me, “What? Do you think she is scared of us?” Win'dliknow
why she acted the way she did.

My classmates didn't like that girl. She didn’tdgyuwery well,
but she knew onsubject It was French. When we went to the
French class we all asked her different questibositathe
French language. She would talk to us then.

Now we know French better. But she knows French bk
all. She taught us a Id¥lerci beaucoup (as they say in France).

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Write the main idea of the story in a sentence.

Il. Vocabulary

With a partner, answer the questions about thesdsyo

1. communicate: Why is it difficult to communicate with some
people?

2. subject: Which subjects in school do you like?

3. merci beaucoup:Guess what this French phrase means.
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lIl. Now you Talk
1. Why didn't the students like Anna?
2. Talk about what makes one student better irbgest?

I\VV. Now you Write
Write a full description of Anna. Add your own diita

V. Grammar Practice

Change the pronouns to plural and make the venegag
Example:Shecomes to our clas$hey come to our class.
1. She is scared of us.

2. He doesn't like her.

3. She knows French better.

VI. Role Play

1. Anna and the writer: They talk about their alaates.

2. A boy and a girl: They talk about Anna.

3. Anna and the writer: They discuss French.

4. The teacher and the class: They talk about stgdsrench.
5. The writer and Anna: Anna teaches “thank youFianch.
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Just Help Each Other

Julia Minenko, 14
Samara

Last spring my parents and | were walkingiasal on the
banks of the Volga River. Suddenly we saw a straimga green
overcoat who was lying on the ground. We couldgefhething
was wrong.

My father ran to him and asked the stranger wieet w
wrong. The stranger said one word in English, sdfattyer
asked again, this time in English, “How are yodifeg? What is
wrong?”

The stranger couldn't say anything because ofl@nmadwith
his heart. At the same time my mother said, “Sashato get a
policeman.” She called trembulanceand told them what she
knew at that time. In 30 minutes the stranger \was hospital.

My parents and | visited him often. After two wedle was
releasedfrom the hospital. Later when he came to our holise,
said, “Nobody helped me. People passed me by. \Wiesn
couldn't understand my poor Russian, they didoft b help.”

My father said, “It is because of your languagé gour
nationality.”

My mother added, “Unfortunately in Russia thetatte
toward people from different countries is often aoné of
kindness andompassion’

Later, after this friendly stranger, Roger, becdoatter, he
gave us a present, a green parrot. This is myget n

Now | know that this man is no longer a strang&now
that both he and my parrot are Australians.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Make three questions asking about the main idea.

Il. Vocabulary.

Write a sentence with each word; be clear aboutrtbaning.
1. usual

2.ambulance

3. released

4. compassion

lIl. Now you Talk

1. How can we get rid of prejudice toward others?

2. What do you think was physically wrong with Roge
3. How would you act in the situation on the ribanks?

V. Now you Write

1. Write a paragraph about being compassionateo&etin need.
2. Write a new ending to this story.

3. Write about Julia going to Australia when shansadult.

V. Role Play

1. The writer’s father and the doctor: They disddsger's
health.

2. The writer and her mother: They tell the granttranabout
the rescue.

3. Father and a neighbor: They disagree aboutrigegirangers.
4. The writer and Roger: They talk about why hgdlato other
countries.

5. The writer and her friend: They argue about kess$ to
strangers.
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What is an Emo,
Anyway?

Liliya Mustafina, 14
Ufa

Earlier this year, my friend Elvira said, “I hatees. | don't
like their views on life or their type of music, anything about
their life style.”

| asked, “Is that fair? What is thatyle of music? What are
their views on life?”

“Oh, Liliya, you know. They likgounk music. They
complain. They are vergmotional. | especially hate their
clothes. They are black and torn and out of siifey try to be
different.”

“Well, what's wrong with that? Sometimes | wishéne a
little more different.” | continued, “My cousin whe in the
university is an emo right now. She wears her slaart with
bangs; | think shdyed it black. I like her black thick glasses.”

Ever since my cousin, Masha, turned an emo, | baea
curious about it. | read that it started in the mid 198l came
out of punk rock. But for some reason, many pedpl&t like
them, and hurt their feelings by saying bad thitagghem, like
calling them‘freaks”. Some people even fight with them, even
if they don’t know anything about them. My frientvEa joined
in a fight once, even hitting an “emo’girl on thadh.

Then one day Elvira and | made friends with somew,
Diana. We liked her a lot because she was funmgrasting,
clever and cool! She was dressed in “normal” clethe
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But a few days later, we found out that she wasma! We
saw her in a store and she was in a black shatt black
stockings, and her hair was black, wsfhikesall over her head.

“Diana, what are you doing dressed like that?” Eahgaid,
with surprise, even shock in her voice.

“I thought | told you that usually | dress like @mo’. Is
there anything wrong?”

Elvira and | forced a smile and we both said, “&d, of
course not. Everything's fine!”

We now know that emos, just like anyone, can bd kimd
friendly. They like different music and clothes Iy respect
our style of life, our music, and our clothes. Thest prefer their
style, the emo style. We must respect them, noematw
different they seem to us.

Diana, Elvira and | are still friends.
Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
With a partner, discuss and write the main idea.

Il. Vocabulary

Look at the words in the story that are writtetbaid. Can you
explain what the words mean? Use the following wonda
different sentence.

1. style

2. punk music

3. emotional

4. dyed

5. curious

6. freaks

7. spikes
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Now you Talk

1. How is the “emo” lifestyle different from yours?
2. Can someone change back and forth from “emaostal?
3. What would your parents do if you wanted to béeano”?

V. Sentence Completion
Finish the sentence with the phrases on the right.

nmooOw»

bR
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The emos have 1. badly about emos.
My cousin made me become 2. similar to punkimus
. Elvira talked 3. a different lifestyle.
. Diana, the new friend, 4. are still friends.
Emo music is 5. was dressed like an emo.
Elvira, Liliya, and Diana 6. curious about eamo
. Role Play

Elvira and the writer: They share their view®nfos.

Elvira and an emo: Elvira attacks her verbally.

Two emos: Talking about why others dislike them.

Elvira, the writer, Diana: They talk about Didm&ng an emo.
The writer and Mom: They talk about a neighbsiny an emo.



A Long Hard Journey to
Somewhere

Zanda Mandzhieva, 15
Elista

“Does anybody have grandparents who lived in $aber
during the Great Patriotic War?” asked my hist@gcher.

“Yes, | have,” | said.

“Well, Zanda, could you write an essay about itatgvr
about what they went through at that time.”

“Er... I will try.” | went home and found Granny was
knitting socks. She is 73 years old. In 1943 whenwsas eight,
she wasxiled with her parents to Siberia. | asked her to tedl m
something about it.

“Oh, dear. That was a long time ago. | wonder witain
tell you.”

She thought a while and then she started the stibmyas
64 years ago, a cold winter. We were sitting at éobut
suddenly soldiers with weapons came into our hdrhey
ordered us to take only necessary things and fdlh@m. Then
soldiers packed us fneight trains, infreezing train cars. And so
began a long hard journey to... somewhere, we dkthoitv
where. Everybody was starving. Many people dieddi8is just
threw them out on the tracks. Then somebody tolidhatswe
were being exiled to Siberia,” said Granny.

She continued, “We arrived in Siberia. It was skl @nd
snowing too! We were tired and alma&tad from starvation.
We had nowhere to go, no houses, no food, no helatlyes for
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this cold. We were sent to some families. sy@roachedthe
houses, and knocked on the doors, but the doors/eratbws
were closed to us. At first, nobody wanted to ofbeir doors to
us.”

“Finally we wereshelteredby a kind Siberian woman.
Thanks to her, weurvived. She said, ‘Before your arrival,
somebody said that you were cannibals’!” When mgray
remembered this, her face became sad and herikgdsith
tears.

In 1956, my Granny and her family weakowed to return to
Kalmykia. She still remembers that wonderfully kiBberian
woman who did not see us as different.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Discuss this story’s main idea with a partner.

Il. Vocabulary

Explore and explain the words lold.

1. What does it mean to leiled?

2. What isfreight?

3. What do you do when you feel like you &eezing?
4. When do you neeshelter?

5. What do you do when a strangg@proachesyou?

6. Why were the Kalmyks able survive?

lla. More Vocabulary
Match the words that are opposites.

A. freezing 1. friends

B. enemies 2. prevented
C. dead 3. rewarded
D. punished 4. burning

E. allowed 5. alive
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lIl. Now you Talk

1. Discuss why this exile happened.

2. Share whatever you know about the Great PatNuar
(1941-45).

3. Why was the Siberian woman tolerant of the Ka&liauys?
4. What would you have done if you were a KalmyRizn
Siberian?

IVV. Now you Write

1. Write about your answers to one or more of theva
guestions.

2. Write a summary of the story.

3. Write a dialogue between two people in thisystor

V. Role Play

1. Young Granny and two soldiers: She asks toat&pme.
2. Young Granny and the mother in the train: thengpgirl
wants food.

3. The family and an intolerant Siberian family:€T&iberian
family refuses to help.

4. The young girl and a Siberian woman: The wonféer®
shelter.

5. The young girl and an old friend, 13 years laidrey share
experiences.
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Bulat and Basketball

Aidar Gizatullin, 13
Kazan

Bulat and his parents moved into my neighborn@uthe
first day at school he ran into trouble. My clastsavhispered
and laughed at him as it was unusual to have aomaerc Poor
Bulat wassurrounded by the unfriendlyatmosphere so he sat
alone at the last desk. He was alone all day.

| didn’t like this situation, and | asked an oldieend about
this. She gave me goguaactical suggestions and told me to talk
to him, to befriend him. She said, “Everyone wdaotbe
accepted by others. No matter how they are differehgion,
age, skin color or just being new, they want tdrbated with
respect and friendliness.”

“It is true. In class last year, our teacher shat it is
everyone's right to be respected,” | said.

The next day Bulat came to school and again saeadt the
last desk. | went to the back and sat by him. lé&ed at me, but
didn’t say anything. He got “good” during the neldss for his
homeworkassignment.l found him during lunch break and we
ate together. “Bulat, do you like any kind of s|g@ft

“I really like basketball; actually | was the bgdayer in my
school.” After our lessons we went to the playgiand played
basketball. Bulat definitely is a great player! Walked home
together because he lives near my house. We likiead the
same things. Bulat is such a talented and integegierson! |
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was lucky to be the first one in our class to discdis
personality.

The first class next day was physical training emdplayed
basketball with my classmates. It was after Butaved to be a
strong player that the others started to respect Ibater he
taught the boys some tricks, and they were thankfoiw our
“newcomer” has many friends and he is happy wighgnesent
statusin our class. | wish my classmates didn't needvacomer
to prove he is good at something before they gpgpact. Maybe
they learned a lesson. | don't kndlwe all need to be a little
more tolerant.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Discuss this story's main idea with a partner;eviiown what
you think is the main idea.

ll. Vocabulary

In pairs create a sentence for each of the words.
1. surrounded

2. atmosphere

3. practical

5. assignment

6. status

lIl. Now you Talk

1. What is your first reaction after reading thisrg?

2. What would you have done differently from thetemor
Bulat?

3. Describe a similar situation you know aboutxpezxienced
yourself.
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I\VV. Now you Write
1. Write about one of the discussion topics above.
2. Write your opinion of the story.

V. Grammar Practice

Change the verb to present progresdtseample: Bulat played
basketball well. Bulat is playing basketball well.

1. Bulat sat alone in the classroom.

2. | walked to the back of the room.

3. We lived near each other.

4. Bulat proved to be a strong player.

5. He taught the other boys some basketball tricks.

VI. Role Play

1. Bulat and his mother: They talk about his gdmthe new
school.

2. Bulat and the teacher: Bulat complains andeheher gives
suggestions.

3. The writer and Bulat: They become friends attkl ta

4. Three students in the gym: They talk about Bauhatt about his
playing basketball.
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The Kerchief and the
Boys

Aigul Abdullayeva, 15
Khasavyurt

As soon as | began to understandgheseof the words, my
mother began teaching me how | must live when Wwgup. She
tried to explain many things to me but | didn’tdéis to her words
attentively, because | thought | was doing quite well.

One day there were problems with the neighborldrem
and mother said that they weren't learning impatessons,
lessons about kindness.

On hearing my mother’s words | asked, “Mother, tvdha
you mean? How does one learn lessons about kirfélhess

My mother said, “Aigul, live in such a way thatbualy will
feel bad because of you. Do mdtend people. Share with them
a last piece of bread if necessary, and the mang th — you
mustn’t be a source gjfrief.”

“I'll try to follow your advice, mother,” | saidput it sounded
difficult.

“Listen to me, my dear,” my mother went on, “Omog
mother told me the same thing and her advice halped-irst
you need to think, and then speak and then dor,L&tedid
something that was not proper, she would not yethe but
would say, ‘Think about yousehavior'.”
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| am in the 9th grade now and | know many peopietd
understand my way of living. Some might say thiaink | am
always right in my behavior, opinions, and howeltrother
people. But my mother’s advice helped me find thegopr way
of living and treating people.

Last year a new family moved into a neighboringde
They were Russians and moved here because the febkean
oil industry worker. Their only child, a boy, didrknow
anybody here.

One day he came up to me and said that he wamtas my
friend, and | was happy to do that.

Later, my boyfriend started fighting with him whikea met
him in my yard. | took my mother’s kerchief andetwit on the
ground between the fighting boys. They stoppedtifnghand
looked at me. In Dagestan there is a traditionifreatvoman
throws her kerchief between the angry men, theyt stog
fighting and part.

| told them to be reasonable and instead of bem@miesto
become friends. The boys followed my advice and n@nare a
good company of three.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

Choose the main idea in this story.

1. A father knows best.

2. Her mother taught her how to live with kindness.
3. The boy next door made a lot of trouble for her.

Il. Vocabulary

Answer these questions about the wordsald with a partner.
1. What does she mean &gnsen the first paragraph?

2. Why didn't she listeattentively to her mother?

3. How do yowffend someone?

4. What doegrief mean?
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5. Describe what kind dfehavior her mother wants from her.
6. How do we makenemie®

lll. Now you Talk

1. What did her mother teach her?

2. Why did Aigul's boy friend start the fight?

3. Was her way of solving the problem a good onéy¥WV

IVV. Now you Write

1. Write a letter from Aigul to her best friend aib¢he fight.
2. You are the boy friend: Write an explanatiomiy you
started the fight.

3. Write your opinion of the story.

V. Role Play

1. The writer and her mother: Her mother givesdubiice.

2. The writer and new boy: They make friends.

3. The writer and her boyfriend: They talk abow tew boy.
4. The writer, boy friend and new boy: They tallabthe fight.
5. The writer and her mother: The writer tells hmether about
the fight and what she did.
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Cruelty Problem

Igor Khodakovsky, 14
Novocherkassk

This is a story about kids' cruelty to their classes. The
bullies in our class like to beat up all of the freshmaut, after a
while, they usually stop.

However, Dasha, a freshman in our class, was-aaly, so
they kept on teasing her. She had a lot of probland was a little
bit different. That made the bullies pick on heer more.

“Hi, Dasha, what do you have in your bag? Ewivis bad
food. You are strange.” Thaysulted her and took her things.

“Stop it. Stop it,” she said, and started cryirghe cried a lot.
That made them tease her more.

In one way, she had a strong character. She weweplained
to the teachers. But we told the teachers. W $mine class
meetings. We talked about Dasha and discussed (zogould
make the bullies stop. We came up with some idéaking to the
bullies, the bullies talking to the teachignoring them. But
nothing worked. They didn’t stop.

Dasha was alwaydepressed We felt so bad for her. After a
few more months, we had another class meetingtiviite bullies
and their fathers. Then those bullies promisedttiey would stop
treating her that way. They didn't lie!

That was the end of Dasha's big problem.
70



Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

Answer these questions.

1. What was Dasha's problem?

2. How did the bullies respond to Dasha?
3. What was the solution?

Il. Vocabulary

Match the words on the right with phrases on tfte le

A. to feel very sad Insult

B. to say hurtful, damaging things [Rully

C. someone who is mean to a smaller person degressed
D. to act like someone isn't there ighore

lll. Now you Talk

1. What could teachers do to stop students fromnyibgl other
students?

2. Share a time when you saw kids being cruel.

3. How would you respond if someone bullied or ée&gou or your
friend?

IVV. Now you Write
Write about one of the subjects from Exercise lll.

V. Role Play

1. Dasha and two bullies: They insult her.

2. The teacher and the lead bully: Teacher sd¢oidshe responds.
3. The teacher and Dasha's mother: They discsgkiion to
Dasha's problem.

4. Dasha and the writer: They talk about beingesg®ed.

5. Four parents at a meeting: They talk about i@ag®lve the
problem.
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An Occasion at the Bus
Station

Fatima Yanbayeva, 16
Ufa

It was very hot that day. On my way home, my bogéd
and | got off at the bus station. At once | notieeghan lying on
a bench. All the people saw him and sistieked with laughter.
They thought he was drunk. But he wasn't.

Boys standing not far from the bengiggledloudly. One of
them pointed to the bench, and said “Look at tlchtdounk.”

Only one man stopped next to this person. All thegbe
around turned and watched. This man turned to dlge &nd
said: “What are you laughing at? He can be sickviry hot
today. Why don’t you understand that?” The boypstal
laughing at once.

The boys looked down. They lookadhamed

The man talked to the sick man, the man that tlys balled
“drunk”. But he was not drunk. He was sick becanfsihe sun
and the highemperature. He stood up with the help of that man
and they walked away. | saw them going togharmacy.

That was the lesson | will never forget. We wete al
indifferent to a person in need. We are all pedple.should
help if someone needs help. That is one reasomnreviévang on
the Earth.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

1. Why did the people notice the man?
2. Why did they laugh at him?

3. What did the kind man do?

4. What do you conclude?

Il. Vocabulary
Answer the questions about some words in the story.
1. What is the difference betweeslariek and a
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The Boy and
the Swimming Pool

Katya Naumova, 15
Samara

It was five years ago. | was at the swimming pQuoie
little boy in our group, lvan, was afraid of watbut our coach
threw him in anyway. He cried! All the boys laughegchim. He
cried more.

| felt really sorry for him. It was highobia. Ourcoach
made fun of him. After four months his parents tbak from
the swimming club. | hope that now he doesn't fgater! And |
think that thiseventin his life helped him become stronger.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
With a partner, talk about the main idea.

Il. Vocabulary

With a partner, answer the gquestions.
1. What is gphobia?

2. For what sport might you haveaacHh?
3. Name a recent importagent.
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lIl. Now you Talk
Discuss any phobias you know.

IVV. Now you Write
Write a short summary of this story.

V. Grammar Practice

Change the subject of each sentence to “they” aadge the
verb to agree with the subject, if necessary. Exanite goes to
the school. They go to the school.

1. He swims in the pool.

2. She was so sorry.

3. His friend takes him out of the water.

4. He is afraid of water.

5. He makes fun of the boy.

VI. Role Play

1. Ivan and the coach: The couch wants Ivan tangee water.
2. lvan and two boys: They tease him about thenvate

3.The writer and Ivan: She tries to help him.

4. lvan's father and the coach: The father comglarthe coach.
5. The father and two boys: He tells them they mostease
others.

75



To Find Oneself

Elzyata Kharaeva, 14
Elista

“It can't be true!”

“Yes, my honey. We need to move to town.”

“But Mom, my friends are here.”

“You can call them. Don’t worry. You will find frieds in
your new school. Also, you will get a betetucationat the
school in town”,

That was that. Until that moment, | was happy kvin my
small village. | live with my mom and she decidedake a job
in a small company in town.

When | went into my new classroom, | saw only sjeas. |
worried. | tried to talk with some girls, but thegnored me.
Then | heard one say, “She is from the countryt lhak at her
clothes.”

| wasembarrassed.l noticed that the girls were dressed
better than | was. In the village where | was bpegple don’t
judge you by the way you are dressed. The village peagde
more friendly and helpful.

In the back rows sat one girl. She looked shy aieddly.
After lessons she said, “Hello. My name is Elena.”

We went home together and talked about everytiwsgy.
had a lot in common and she lived across from myso

The next week Elena suggested, “Elzyata, you agoed
in English. You should take part in the big Englishguage
contest. You are better than girls in our class.”
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The next day | told my teacher that | wanted tetpért in
this contest.

Some of my classmates giggled. “Are you sure yoatwa
participate in this contest?” said Vicky. “Do you know thatlpn
the best pupils can be in this contest? You cawssibly win.”

| was “knocked out” by her mean words. That is when
decided to win! Every evening | studied grammar aea
words. Elena helped me.

The day of the contest came. Vicky was there ferdbntest
too. | just tried to do the best | could. Nothirgeaworried me.

In the evening we went to school to learn the tesaflthis
competition. Some of the students were calm, but others were
nervous.

When the winners were announced | wasn't nervagguse
it didn’t matter to me. Taking part in this contests more
valuable than winning. The first place went to a girl frahe
country, and | was glad for her. Vicky looked digajmted. Both
Vicky and | approached the girl who won and congedéed her.

That night Vicky seemed to change her attitude aibou
people who were different. Anyway, | decided tadstu
languages more and to take part in the next contesint to
compete with Vicky again because she is a goodi riva

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

Choose the main idea of the story.

1. One should not change schools.

2. Changing schools can sometimes help us to ingpaod grow.
3. Cities are not as nice as villages becausedtretoo big.

Il. Vocabulary
education ignored embarrassed judged
participate competition valuable
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1. Preparing for the made Elzyaty snore.
2. Most of the students Elzyataentiitst day.
3. Elzyata learned that taking part in the conhest :
4. The qirls her for bdifigrent.
5. The mother said that the town school would giveetter

6. Elzyata decided to In the English laggucontest.
7. Elzyata was about her clothes.

lIl. Now you Talk

1. Describe how and why people judge each othéndiy
clothes.

2. What are the differences between city and \ailafg?
3. What kinds of attitudes are written about irs tstiory?

IVV. Now you Write
Write about one of the subjects in Exercise llI.

V. Grammar Practice

Change the verb tense from present to past. Exailgea
helps Elzyata study English. Elena helped ElzyatdysEnglish.
1. She knows about village life.

2. The country girl wins first place.

3. She has to move to the town.

4. The girls judge her clothes.

VI. Role Play

1. The writer and her mother: They talk about mguimtown.

2. The writer and two unfriendly girls: They sitthe same table
in the cafeteria.

3. The writer, Vicky, and the teacher: They talkatowho will
be in the contest.

4. The writer and Vicky: They meet to congratulde winner.
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No Borders Between Friends

Sasha Plotnikova, 15
Kazan

| remember one boy, Batyr, from my school who was
different from everyone there. He had some speealblgms;
sometimes we couldn't understand what he said. &teshy
because of this. After a while he quit talking. ®oaf the kids
said he was strange.

None of the children spoke to him. | think theyrave
embarrassedif they didn't know what he said, and didn't like
ask him torepeator to speak more slowly.

Every time when | saw Batyr, he'd be sitting bynkelf in
the back of the class. Nobobegfriended him; they would
hardly even notice him. He was ignored by all thidcen of my
grade.

One day, | walked to his desk. At first he didsee me, so |
said “Hi, Batyr.”

“Are you talking to me?” he said with some kindsbibck
in his voice.

“Yes, | am. What are you doing?” That very momiesaw
a beautiful picture and he continued drawing. “Tipiature is
amazing. It is beautiful!” He was very happy to ihsach words
from me. “I don't draw very well, butdppreciate your
drawing,” | added.
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After that day we explored our favorite thingseThore |
talked with Batyr, the more | understood what hd.s9&/hen he
wasn't nervous, | understood him better. We hadhecom
interests. Slowly we became good friends. He dskeim strange
to me anymore.

Two years ago he and his family moved to Israstabise
his father, a doctor, signed a contract for workme of the best
hospitals there. My friend is living abroad witls iamily and is
happy there. Nevertheless, we still communicateswail and
handwritten letters. He sends me drawings sometintese are
no borders for real friendship!

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What do you think is the main idea of the story?
1. It is better to ignore people with speech prolge
2. One never knows who will be a good friend.

3. Good friends always move away.

Il. Vocabulary

Complete the sentence with the best word.

embarrassed befriend noticed shocked appreciate/dbder
1.l was when everymied
at me.

2. When you live in different countries, you arpa@ted by a

3. I was so surprised, | was

4. | decided to sit with him and
him.

5. He quit talking so no one even

him.
6. | his drawinguseca
was so good.
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lll. Now you Talk

1. How do people treat a person with speech praodftem
2. Describe a relationship with someone that wertdss
“borders”.

3. Discuss problems that could be called speedbigms.

IVV. Now you Write

1. Describe the two characters: The writer anchtéhe friend.
2. Write an email exchange between them.

3. Write about a time when a good friend moved away

V. Role Play

1. The two new friends: Their first conversation.

2. The two new friends: Their talk about art thetraay.

3. Batyr and his mother: He tells her about his freand.

4. The writer and Batyr: They talk on skype acrissders”.
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Eyes on the Caspian Sea

Elina Daghirova, 15
Khasavyurt

Two years ago a group of children from Khasavywehtmo
the holiday center, “Kaspy,” which is on the shore of the
Caspian Sea. | was among them. At first, we abtto keep
together as we didn’t know anyone else there.

In the evening | liked to walk in a nearby parkvéral
times | saw a girl sitting alone orba&nch | asked some girls
about her and they told me that the girl was blalthe next
evening | went up to the girl and sat on the bereside her.

“Hi, what's your name? My name is Elina.” “My nanse
Kate. Are you from here?” she asked.

“I'm from Khasavyurt. Where are you from?”

“From Astrakhan. How do you like it here?”

“Great. | like the sea very much. Do you come loften?”
| asked.

“Every summer,” she said. “My mother says thas ijood
for my eyes. I’'m blind, but my mother still thinksat I'll be able
to see some day. | have bemerated ontwice and the doctors
say there is one more operation to perform.”

| was very sorry for that nice girl and decidedtake
friends with her. We met in the park every everang walked
along thepaths or simply sat on the benches, speaking about
different things. Kate taught me to read the bdokshe blind.
Kate had a great voice and we liked to sing togethe

| like her very much. She is back in Astrakhan enstill
waiting for the next operation. We often speakaoheother on
the telephone. | am glad | was “her eyes” that semm
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
With a partner, discuss the main idea of this story

Il. Vocabulary

With a partner answer the questions about the wiardsid.
1. Where do you like to go droliday?

2. When or where do you use or $emche®

3. What conditions cause people todperated or?

llI. Now you Talk

1. Talk about anyone you have known with a disgblilke
blindness or deafness.

2. Describe a time when you were kind to someone.
3. Talk about the Caspian Sea.

V. Now you Write
1. A short summary of this story.
2. Email exchange between Elina and Kate a year. lat

V. Role Play

1. The writer and her friend: They disagree abalking to the
blind girl.

2. The writer and Kate: They go to Kate's housa¢et the
family.

3. The writer and Kate: They walk around the shore.

4. Kate and her mother: Théglk about her new friendship.
5. The writer and her father: They talk about cavnen she
returns home.
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Tolerance

Victoria Okhapkina, 14
Novocherkassk

A very kind and friendly girl named Shushan cante our
class two years ago. She wasn't bad in any waghlmitame
from another country.

Some of the kids in our class are eithneaware or ignorant,
but they wouldn't make friends with Shushan. Alseytsaid bad
things about her. They said, “Shushan is silly.sBlamn is ugly.”

| couldn't believe how mean these kids were. Sofitke
girls were friendlier; they made friends with hBut sometimes
they changed and laughed with the others.

Shushan never complained about it to our teachatghey
knew about it. One day our class teacher said d&tts, | know
what has been going on. This ugliness to Shushash stap. You
need to be tolerant and kind.”

After discussing ousituation she told us about one of her
pupils. His name was Maxim. Hegotected people from other
regions who were beingased He stopped someone else who
played jokes on his Ukrainian teacher. Maxim is raow
authority in our school and under hisfluence our boys began
to realize their mistakes.

After this, everyone made friends with Shushash lamope
that we never tease her or people from other plagams. It was
a good lesson for us!
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Write the main idea of this story.

Il. Vocabulary
Use these words to complete the sentences.
tease authority unaware situation protected influene

1. Children need to be fromdmilli

2. Don't people for being differen

3. The child was about howndrie
was.

4. The director was a/an inched.

5. The In the classroom becamsew
6. Maxim was a good on other boys.
lIl. Now you Talk

1. What is the difference between being ignoramaware and
stupid?

2. Why didn't Shushan complain?
3. If you moved to another region or another coymntrould
people ridicule you? What would you do if they did?

I\VV. Now you Write
Write a summary of the story.

V. Role Play

1. Shushan and her mother: Her mother gives haecadv

2. Shushan and the writer: They talk about telthgteacher.

3. Shushan and mean (cruel) girl: They talk andgifise.

4. Teacher and Maxim: They discuss the situatidmemclass.

5. Maxim and mean (cruel) boy: Maxim tells him hbe/should act.
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Child’s Cruelty

Victor Kiktenko, 14
Novocherkassk

| study at théechnical lyceum in Russia. Usually classes
are so friendly with new pupils. But there are maagflicts
with them too. This year a new girl came to oussldder name
was Dasha. At the first part of the year she asiliated by
her classmates. She thought, “Why are they so touake?” And
one day one boy started to treat her badly, evah@pher
clothes because he thought that she was stupidrantional.

But | didn’t think so. In my opinion she was natsid.
After those sad days, she was so shocked. | wamsitith her
at one desk. | tried to say to her that she shiguidre this. But
every day my classmates told her, “You are so dtymu are
like a boy.” It was not the first incident with timew pupils.
Dasha was not the first. Some time earlier anatie@dent in our
class happened with an Armenian girl - Shushana#t the
same!

The main thing in this situation is to support jpledoecause
they need it. And | did, | talked with her and tblassmates.
They stopped teasing Dasha. That sad story engsayha
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
What is the main idea?

Il. Vocabulary

Explain these words to a partner.
1. technical

2. conflicts

3. humiliated

lll. Now you Talk
With a partner, discuss other problems in classes.

V. Now you Write
Write an email to Dasha saying you are sorry abimege events.

V. Role Play

1. Dasha and the writer: They talk about the coogl

2. Dasha and her mother: Her mother talks to heglo@r about
the situation.

3. Teacher and Dasha's mother: They make a plampt@ve the
situation.
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Persistence

Venera Khairullina, 15
Samara

I’d like to tell you about my friend as an examgtker name
Is Masha. She has always wanted to study foreigguiages,
because they are very interesting. Besides, impiaron the
knowledge of foreign languages gives a person nagwgntages,
opens a way to the future, and exteadportunities.

So she was very happy that she entered the testBut
after some time shecognizedthat she knew absolute nothing
about English (withouexaggeratior). Though Masha tried hard,
she wasn't able to improve. So her sthdypg by a thread

Fortunately an outstanding teacher was recommefuded
some extra lessons. My frieeaerted herself and was back on
track in a short time.

Everyone must have persistence, patience andratavseek
more In life.Where there is a will there is a way.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What do you think is the main idea?

1. How hard it is to learn a foreign language.
2. Itis important to work hard to succeed.

3. Masha was not intelligent.
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Il. Vocabulary

Choose the definition that is closest to the warldald.

knew push was ready to be cut chance sticking to daver-

rated

1. She wanted thepportunity to study languages.

2. | recognizedwhat her problems were.

3. She neveexaggerated abouher talent as a language learner.
4. Her friend's language-learning liieing by a thread.

5. To learn a foreign language, you must realgrt yourself.

6. Persistencehelped her to become better in languages.

lll. Now you Talk
Retell this story in your own words.

V. Now you Write
1. Write a paragraph about your opinion of thigysto
2. Write an email from Masha to a friend about #gitgation.

V. Role Play

1. Masha and the writer: They talk about enterirgglanguage
Institute.

2. Masha and the teacher: The teacher talks tabdmrt her bad

grades.
3. Masha and her father: They talk about how shedcabetter.
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Never Satisfied

Yamilya Gaitbayeva, 16
Ufa

Our class has had several teachers. ¢arbarrassedto say
that we don'appreciatethem when they are with us. Then when
a new teacher comes, we like theparting teacher better than
the new one. We are never satisfied. When our aes®d into
the 8" form, our favorite teacher got a higher positiGuoir new
teacher, Mr. Bazan, was about 40 years old. Wegb#dn used
to our old teacher and it was difficult for usacceptMr. Bazan.

We didn't respect him the whole three years. HeaMaistory
teacher and we never listened to him. Boys in agschad a bad
attitude toward him and treated him like he was our age. The
last year of his work with us we began to accept &hd some of
us tried to listen to his lessons. He became @lrfrend and we
could make jokes with him and laugh.

When we went to the™form, after working one month with
us, Mr. Bazan also got a higher position. When he lgaving it
was really very sad and we were very sorry. We werg sorry
that Mr. Bazan, our friend indeed, wouldn’t be withany more.
Some of the girls even cried.

So, you see, sometimes it's really very difficalieinter a
group, even if you are a teacher.

Now we have a new class teacher, Mr. linur. Hemual30-
35 years old, and we don’t accéynmn either. During his lessons
we don't listen to him at all, even worse than befdt's
embarrassing for me to admit this. | hope that sa@rything
will be better.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

Choose one of these.

1. Students usually don't like teachers.

2. Often we don't appreciate what we have.
3. Teachers never dislike students.

Il. Vocabulary

Make a new sentence with the five words in boldarggle for
the word “respect”. The teachexspectedthe students.

1. embarrassed

2. appreciate

3. departing

4. accept

5. attitude

lll. Now you Talk

1. A time when your class didn't like a teacher.

2. Why does a class show disrespect to a teacher?
3. How would you feel if you were the teacher?

V. Now you Write

1. A letter to a former teacher that you now respsare.
2. A description of the perfect (or near-perfeegdher.
3. A description of the perfect student.

V. Role Play

1. Mr. Bazan and students: They talk about howdattthe next
teacher.

2. Two respectful students: Plan to teach othebetoicer to the
teacher.

3. Two students: Talk about how they will miss Eazan.

4. Mr. Bazan and Mr. linur: They give each othevied about
students.

5. The writer and first teacher: They talk abouea teacher
coming.
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Tanya’s Troubles

Amulanga Tyagusova, 15
Elista

My neighbor Tanya is one year older than | amvieihave
been friends since childhood. She has always beenakd
cheerful, she could stand up for herself. Moreoske, never
allowed others toffend anybody in her presence.

Recently Tanya had to change schools as she hglta f
there. Nobody really knew why such a thing happesbda was
expelledfrom her school immediately and hadtansfer to a
new one. But things went worse for her: she wasidetuntil
midnight, having repeated quarrels with peoplehendtreet.
Some parents in our strdetbade their children to talk with
Tanya.

Once | visited her and she had strange compangrin h
house. These girls didn’t look like “girls” to miey were
dressed and made up as adults. As soon as | entesed an
empty bottle lying on the floor, not a Coke, yow#n They said
ugly words. | felt clearly that my presence m#uaem
uncomfortable. Then they almost ordered Tanya tegme
more drinks.

| went outside with Tanya, and | asked, “Are yojogimg
your new mates?”

“We study in the same group. Logical, isn’t it?’esh
answered. “I need someone to be friends with.”

| said, “I don't think that they are your friendst because
they study with you. It seems they're being casslagh your
kindness.”

Tanya turned away, “If you don't like that | havean
friends, then leave.”

| didn’t need to be asked twice. During that wdedqw
those girls in our street several times. Thouglas$ ¥old to mind
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my own business, doubts remained. One day my grartdith
me that she had talked to Tanya’'s mother. The mante
house had begun tanish. Tanya denied that her new friends
were mixed up in it.

| decided to visit her. “Tanya, are you so blind twonotice
such obvious things?”

“I realize it now,” she answered, “but | want tceketheir
friendship. These friends are the only ones | hhaden't want to
lose them.”

“Why do you still call them ‘friends’? They treaby
terribly only because you allow them to do it.”

Tanya turned away as she always did when we had
arguments. She paused. “You think | am not ablstierstand?
| am not happy about these girls. Mom has alreatifysedme to
change schools again. But why? Where would | go?iow

“I think my school can accept a new student evem. ns
rather small, but we live as a big family thereah ask my
teacher. What do you think?”

“I wonder if that could happen. First | need tkted my
Mom. One problem is that you are lecturing me a#frcagain.
Besides, | am older than you.” Tanya laughed. ‘iByway, am |
still your friend? | demand first-class treatmeftéaall.”

| was happy to see my friend laughing. | knew sl
overcome her problems.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What do you think is the main idea of the story?

1. One can always find a solution.

2. Sometimes it is better to stay with your newrds.
3. Friends can never help you.

Il. Vocabulary
Apply what you know about these words to answeigtestions.
1. What hasffendedyou in the past?
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2. Do you know anyone who wagpelledfrom school? For
what?

3. What sort of things do ydwansfer?

4. What do your parenterbid you to do? (Smoke? Stay out
late?)

5. Why do thingwvanish?

6. Has anyonadvisedyou to do something? What?

lIl. Now you Talk

1. Why do you think Tanya got in a fight? Use youaagination.
2. How would you solve this problem if you were Vais
mother?

3. Do you know a classmate who has gotten intokiinis of
trouble?

I\VV. Now you Write

1. Rewrite the ending of the story.

2. Write a letter from Tanya to those bad friends.
3. Write your opinion of the story.

V. Grammar Practice

Change statements into questions. Example: Theyetuy
town. Did they move into town?

1. Tanya had to change schools.

2. Parents forbade their children to talk with Tany

3. Her friends were made up like adults.

4. They are not your friends.

5. Money was vanishing from the house.

6. My school can accept you now.

VI. Role Play

1. Tanya and the teacher: They are talking abaufigt.

2. Tanya and the writer: Tanya tells her aboutdpexpelled.

3. Two of Tanya’s new “friends”: They talk aboukitag money
from the house.

4. Tanya and one friend: Tanya accuses her ofirstela¢r
mother’'s money.

5. Tanya and the writer: They try to solve Tanya@blem.
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The Cool Guys Aren’t So
Cool

Timur Galimov, 13
Kazan

A whole group of kids werransfered from another
school. One day in the boys' room after our physdacation
class one of my classmates said a reslipid thing.

lvan said, “Those new kids! | don't think we shibapeak to
them. We need to show them that we are united.”

One of his friends agreed, “We don't want anydee e
joining in our group.”

Some boys agreed. My friends and | didn’t say laingt

Soon we had one of the newcomers, Oleg, in ogscla
lvan's group of boys wouldn’t talk to him, but wel.d think that
when a person comes to a new place, it is really fua him and
it is stressful Besides, if nobody speaks to him he will be
miserable It also seems to me that every person can teach y
something good. So if you have a lot of friendstiieu are very
clever! So my suggestion isleet new friendd

After a while those “cool” boys saw that they were
mistaken. They were the ones who felt left out, like ouss]
because our new boy was such a fountain of knowlaagl fun!

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
With a partner, write down what you think is theimigea.
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Il. Vocabulary
Match the words ibold with the best synonyms/definitions.

A. transfer 1. very unhappy or uncomfortable
B. stupid 2. wrong, in error

C. stressful 3. not smart, ignorant

D. miserable 4. to change, to move

E. mistaken 5. under pressure, difficult

lll. Now you Talk

1. Describe Oleg by using adjectives (add someditshot in
the story).

2. What does it mean to be “cool” to you? What dod!” guys
wear? How do “cool” guys act?

V. Now you Write

1. Write about a time when you were “new” somewhere
2. Write about a time when you wanted to help a pevgon.
3. Email your cousin telling about this situation.

V. Grammar Practice

Change the past tense to the present tense. Chtdregenords if
necessary. Example: She cried in the classroomci®®in the
classroom.

1. He met him before class.

2. He saw that the situation was stressful.

3. Oleg wanted to play with them.

4. He was miserable on the first day.

5. Ivan made a stupid suggestion.

VI. Role Play

1. The “cool” guys: They talk about refusing tckt&d anyone new.
2. Oleg and another transfer: They talk aboutifigttin” with
others.

3. The writer and a friend: They don't want to @afriendly.
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My Younger Sister

Naida Ismailova, 15
Khasavyurt

My mother has taught me to take care of Nina, mynger
sister, and that we should always be ready to éa&tin other in
difficult times.

One day my sister came home in tears. “Nina, whhés
matter with you? Why are you crying?” | asked.

“Nothing,” she said. “Something has got into mgey
Everything is OK, Naida.”

“I can see that something is troubling you.”

Finally she said, “Someone hurt me today.”

“Tell me about it.”

Then she told her story. “During theeak the boys were
laughing loudly. | asked them to be quiet but ttleey were rude
to me, saying it was silly for me to tell them htwbehave |
know they wanted to show everybody that they werd.t

| listened. | wanted to help her so much, bechase happy
to have a little sister whinusts me. “I think those boys wanted
to attract your attention. They don’t know thatssllanates must
be tolerant and respect each other,” | explained.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Tell your partner what the lesson is in the story.
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Il. Vocabulary

Explain these words to your partner.
1. difficult

2.a break

3. trusts

4.to behave

lIl. Now you Talk

1. Discuss a time when you felt hurt by your clast@s.

2. Talk about a time when you saw school childreimdp rude to
each other.

3. Describe your relationship with a sister or bewstor cousin.

IVV. Now you Write

1. Write about a relationship between sisters othars.
2. Write a summary of this story.

3. Write a description of the two sisters. Add dsta

V. Grammar Practice

Change the adjectives Iold to the comparative. Example: He
wascareful with money. He wamore careful with money.

1. Nina was thgoung sister.

2. The boys wereude to her.

3. They said it wasilly to say something.

4. My sister thinks | antrustworthy.

5. They must b&lerant toward her.

V. Role Play

1. Two sisters: They argue about who decides whiiprogram
to watch.

2. The writer and her mother: They discuss howntheer should
treat Nina.

3. Two sisters: They meet on the playground whenmsesboys
are being mean.

4. Nina and two boys: They argue on the playground.

5. A teacher and one boy: She tells him to be kinde

98



My Savior

Kate Volkova, 14
Novocherkassk

Last year a new girl came to our dance club. l@enewas
Jane. My friends thought that she was a little yr&mne girl said,
“Look at that funny haircut. She surely is ugly.”

Another girl, Larisa, said, “Let's call her 'crazzir'.” They
teasedher every day. | didn't like that, but | said noti

Once in the evening | came back home, and | h&eartkthing
behind me. | turned around and saw a big dog riestaunning.
The dog ran after me. | was scared and | fell down.

From thecrossroadcame a girl, and she scared the dog away
with a stick and loud words. Then | heard, “Kasgethat you?” It
was Jane. She saved me. | could not thank her énoug

From that time on, we became very good friendenSiher
girls became nicer to Jane and made friends withTheey didn't
call her “crazy hair” agaimActually, | like her haircut.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Discuss this story's main idea with a partner.

Il. Vocabulary
Explain and explore these words in bold with a et
1. What doesSactually” mean in the last sentence?
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2. Why do peopléeasea small child?
3. What happens ataossroad?

lla. More Vocabulary

Choose an antonym (opposite word) for wordbsatd. Example:
The dog wa®ehind me. The dog wam front of me.

quiet normal pretty friendly

1. They said the haircut wagly.

2. The dog wascary.

3. Jane saitbud words.

4. They said her hair wasazy.

llI. Now you Talk

1. How can you influence children who bully others?

2. Why didn't Kate say something when the girlséeblane?

3. Does a teacher usually know that this “bullyimgyhappening?

V. Now you Write

1. Write a letter to the mothers of the childreowtizheir
behavior.

2. Write a paragraph describing the dog incideut aold details.

V. Role Play

1. Jane and two girls: They tease her about her hai

2. The writer and one girl: Kate suggests they beenfriendly to
Jane.

3. The writer and Jane: They talk after the dogesca

4. The writer and her father: They talk about tbg dnd Jane.
5. The writer, Jane, and one girl: They becomadlig a week
later.
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This Cruel World

Dasha Kudinova, 14
Samara

Right now | like my school very much. It's a baéultplace
with interesting people. In school now | have adbbuddies
and they are not only students, but teachers tabitBrasn't like
that at one time.

Our teachers teach us toaite. But some of us don't
remember that lesson every day.

One day my life was terrible arduel. When | came to
school, all my friends turned their backs on me giggled when
they saw me.

| asked them: “Why do you do that?”

My best friend, Tatiana said: “You are a knowdlt-#ou are
different and nothing more. It's yotault!”

| was so confused by this. | went to my teachéhy are
they doing that?”

And she answered: “Dasha, you are a clever ar&girt
They are very cruel to you, because you are difteitdaybe
they areenviousof you.”

| said, “I always thought that it's better if yoion't look like
other people. Are you saying that sometimes itisgood? That
sometimes we must lsmilar?”

After this conversation, | went to my “friends”draid to
them, “I'm different but I’'m not so strange.” Théwent away.

The next day they came to my house and said:l{®ase
are very sorry!” And after that we became realnftig again.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Talk with a partner about the main idea.

Il. Vocabulary

Complete the sentences with the best word frontighe

buddy polite cruel fault envious similar

1. My sister and | are in botigkteand
height.

2. The mean girl was in herngd3asha.
3. Life is so much more pleasant if we are to
everyone.

4. It was not Dasha's that the girle wauel to
her.

5. Dasha thought that Tatiana was her
6. The girls were of Dasha.

lIl. Now you Talk

1. When and why are people envious of someone?

2. How is Dasha different? Make guesses about this.

3. Would you forgive this behavior as fast as Dasd@ Why or
why not?

IVV. Now you Write

1. Describe the narrator. Create details.

2. Write from Tatiana's viewpoint about Dasha.

3. Write about the next incident, when these gydsalong.

V. Role Play

1. Tatiana and the writer: They argue about Daghtié&sences.
2. The writer and the teacher: Dasha complainstabeuyirls.
3. The writer and her mother: They talk about Heefids”.

4. The teacher and Tatiana: They talk about thuslty.

5. Two girls and the writer: They go to her housapologize.
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Unusual Behavior

Alina Giniyatullina, 16
Ufa

My father works as a biologist in the Academy ofefces.
He told me this story aboutpstgraduate.

“This young man, lgor, was clever but everyone gidlhe
was strange. Maybe it was so because he wastable and
also he suffered frorhypochondria.”

“Father, what is that?” | asked.

“Hypochondria is a kind of sickness that causesragn to
think he is ill. Besides that, he did haav@aightmarish situation
at home and he saw everything as a drama. You roagev
why he was able to continue in the university. Hes\& genius.
He was talented. If this boy read a text, he coeddll what he
had read word by word.”

“How did he do in his studies?” | asked.

“He ignored getting ready for exams. But he cowdd9his
exams perfectly. When he defended his dissertationody
believed he could do it. At the defense the doctois candidates
of biology science didn’t take him seriously. Trasked him
many guestions. They were shocked that he answieeedall
brilliantly! On the contrary, he showed that he Wnmaore than
they did.”

| said, “That's amazing that so many people coaleviong
about him.”

My father concluded: “We shouldn’t judge peopletbgir
behavior or appearance if we don’t know them well. Sometime
we are mistaken about them.”
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
What is the father's conclusion?

Il. Vocabulary

Choose the best word to complete the sentence.
hypochondria postgraduate nightmare irritable behavor
1. The man suffered from

2. His was highly unusual.

3. His situation was so extreme that his life wias &

4. The young man was often unpleasant and

5. He was a university antever
dissertation.

llI. Now you Talk

1. Describe a hypochondriac's day.

2. Tell about a time when someone showed s/he otagss/he
appeared.

3. How would you know if someone is a genius?

V. Now you Write

1. A summary of this story.

2. Write about how you would help a friend with lbgpondria.
3. Write a description of this postgraduate. Yon add details.

V. Role Play

1. Father and the writer: They discuss differeckrsesses.

2. Father and a doctor: They discuss this yountgpaduate.

3. The writer and her friend: They talk about arable person
they know.

4. Postgraduate at dissertation defense: Two dottpto
confuse him.

5. Postgraduate and father: After the defense, tddyabout his
success.
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Be Better than They Think You
Are

Altana Dorzhieva, 15
Elista

Natasha, Julia and Alicia are best friends. Thesevi®rn
and lived in the country. The three families hamgueto decide
to move from the country to the city at the sameeti That
meant that the girls would be going to school @ ¢ity. On the
first day, they were nervous, but Natasha saidn'Dworry. At
least we are together.”

Math was their first class. The teacher introdudean,
“These are our new students: Natasha, Julia amibAliLet’s
welcome them to our school.” After the teacher’'sago the
students didn’t welcome them bwhisperedand some girls
giggled

During the break the three girls went to the caiaid hey
heard one of their new classmates say, “They aveesal. Look
at them, what awfulags they wear, they are sid-fashioned”

“You're right. Maybe teens in the country don’t km@about
fashion.”

These words hurt the girls. Since that moment thene
really disappointed with their classmates and aitlstudents in
the school.

A month later, the three girls were walking homd an
passed a group of boys. They were very “cool” arys one of
them, Valentin, was the most handsome boy in thedcAll
the girls wanted to be his girlfriend. He was ietged in Alicia
but she didn’t pay attention to him. Aliciddehavior surprised
him, because all the girls usually smiled at hiiying to attract
his attention.
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Alicia didn’t even look at him. “Why don’t you snailat
Valentin?” asked Julia.

“I thought you said you like him the best of alethoys. It
Is obvious that he likes you,” said Natasha.

“I am afraid that he doesn’t like me. Anyway, | &0 shy.”

The next week Valentin saw her in the hall. He saiillo,
| am Valentin. | heard you moved here recently. Wgowu care
to go for a walk with me?”

She was surprised but happy. After that they stadeyo
out with each other. Julia and Natasha were hagpxlicia.
When the other students heard about their reldtipnthey were
shocked.“The coolest boy in the school goes out with a girl
from the country!” said one girl.

“I can’t believe it,” said another.

But Alicia and Valentin didn’t pay attention to theOne
day Alicia asked Valentin, “Why did you like me?”

“Because you're special. You're different. You'retrike
those foolish dolls. You didn’t try to attract migemtion. You're
real.”

“But other students don’t think so. They don't likee and
my friends. They think we’re strange,” said Alicia.

“Oh Alicia, don’t pay attention to therBe better than
they think you are.”

After these words Alicia was even happier. Valehifped
her to understand that she and her friends werehaotifferent
from the others, and certainly not less valuab@n@unication
started and little by little they all realized adlifferences were
not important and that they all deserved respdatiad Julia and
Natasha were thankful that Valentin was such a doendd.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Discuss this story’s main idea with a partner.
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Il. Vocabulary

With a partner, explain what these words mean.
1. whisper

2.giggle

4.rags

5. old-fashioned

6. behavior

7.shocked

lll. Now you Talk

1. Talk about a time when you saw students trdedretwith
disrespect.

2. How is Valentin different from the other kidshis group?

3. Why do the three girls feel so disappointechengchool in the
first month?

IVV. Now you Write
Write a summary of the story.

V. Grammar Practice

Turn each of the following statements into questiExample:
They moved to town. Did they move into town?

1. They were welcomed by the teacher.

2. The girls were whispering.

3. They thought that their clothes were old-fasbthn

4. “Country teens don't know about fashion.”

5. Alicia and Valentin did not pay attention to thdk.

VI. Role Play

1. Julia, Natasha, and Alicia: They talk about mgwvio the city.
2. Julia and her mother: They discuss the studeigs2spect.

3. Natasha and Alicia: They talk about Valentin.

4. Alicia and Valentin: They talk about the ginsoblem in
school.

5. Two teachers: They discuss creating a bettevsgihere in the
school.

6. Valentin and two “doll” girls: They disagree aib@d\licia.
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Incredible Shorty

Diana Diyarova, 13
Kazan

This year my friend and | signed up to play on sxthiool's
volleyball team. It is such a grgativilege andresponsibility as
we defend our school’'s name in cdgmpetitions

Our teacher said that both of us wpotentially strong
players, but Tanya was really shy and didn’t baighe teacher.
Many of the older teammates, who adswiedher, said that she
was too short and clumsy to play on our team. Haag that our
team was too “professional” (that's what they chlleeir team) for
her. However, the coach didn't agree and kept h¢ne team.

Before the first game Tanya came to me and saidstine
was tired and was afraid to play. The entire ganeesat on the
bench and looked at me with sad eyes. The next gamas the
same; she was afraid to play; she was afraid @ lasied to
convince her that she was wrong and that she nded#dy, but
she would not listen to me.

All the other girls were happy to see axak. But one day
| hurt my leg and there was a really serious ganéhe coach
asked (almost forced!) Tanya to play in my spot.

It was somethingncredible!!! Tanya kept scoring. It was a
beautiful victory — a victory of her spirit. Shetgaronger! All
the older girls were surprised and apologizedtieirtbehavior.
They still call her “Shorty”, but it is differentow. They call her
“Incredible Shorty” and they are proud to play whtér on our
team! On weekends together with Tanya we give lesso small
children. I'm lucky to have Tanya — my best friend!
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
With a partner, write down what you think is theimaea.

Il. Vocabulary
Look at the words in bold in the story. Discusswatpartner
what these words mean.

1. privilege 5. envied, envy
2. responsibility 6. weak

3. competition 7. incredible

4. potentially

lIl. Now you Talk

1. Compare the two characters, Tanya and the writer
2. Why do some people do well in sports and ottersot?
3. What do you think of Tanya and the writer?

IVV. Now you Write

1. Write a paragraph or more, expressing your opiabout the
story.

2. Write about any of the subjects in Exercise lII.

V. Grammar Practice

Change the verb from present tense to presentgssige.
Example: We defend our school. We are defendingscliool.
1. She plays volleyball every day.

2. The other players talk about her.

3. We give lessons to small children.

4. She sits on the bench and watches me.

VI. Role Play

1. The writer and Tanya: They talk about playingexdall.

2. The writer and coach: They talk about the team.

3. Tanya and other players: They tell her she iggnod enough.
4. Tanya and the writer: They talk about her bélngredible
Shorty.”
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Good Friends Are the Best Medicine

Dzamilia Elderova, 15
Khasavyurt

| was nine years old when | had a sore throatnidyher
called the doctor. He came and examined me. Hertgok
temperature which was very high, and examinedhmyat. He
told my mother to take me to the hospital at ohees left alone
in the ward and felt quitlonely anddepressed.

A nurse woke me up in the morning and made megakee
medicine. | was lying, thinking how lonely | wasudglenly |
heard a knock at the window. At first | thoughtvéisn’t for me.
Then | heard it again. | went to the window, looleed and saw
my friends standing under the window. They had ctorgee me
before going to school.

“Hi, Dzhamilia. We heard you were sick, so we dedi to
visit you before classes. We are sorry you arewmdt us.”

“I'm much better now. Mytemperature is not high today. |
think they will let me leave the hospital soonni bored to
death, with nothing to do. It is so nice of yowtame and see
me. How are you all?”

“Everything is OK with us. We miss you and need yb
school. The teacher said to tell you hello and @ssjou to be
well soon. We are waiting for you.”

| thanked them for coming. My temperature went dpw
maybe because of seeing my friends.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What do you think is the main idea in this story?
1. Sickness can Kkill you.

110



2. Kindness can make you better.
3. Hospitals are boring places.

Il. Vocabulary

In a pair or group, make a new sentence for thesdsy
1. throat 4. temperature

2. lonely 5. bored

3. depressed

lll. Now you Talk

1. Describe what it is like is to be in a hospitdds this
happened to you?

2. Tell about a time when someone was especiaiiy to you.

IVV. Now you Write
Write an email from the sick girl to a cousin.

V. Grammar Practice

Change the past tense to the future tense. Exaifipdegirl was
sick. The girl will be sick.

1. My mother called the doctor.

2. The girls came to the hospital.

3. My temperature went down.

4. My parents took me to the hospital.

VI. Role Play

1. The writer and her mother: At home they talkwghehat is
wrong with her.

2. The writer, the mother, and the doctor: Theguls her
sickness and what to do.

3. Two girls: They plan to go to the hospital teivDzhamilia.
4. The writer and her father: They talk about trs# wf the
school girls.

5. School girls and teacher: The girls report totdkacher about
the visit.
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It's OK to Be Different

Dasha Glukhova, 14
Samara

One day a girl came to our class. Her name waalidatWe
were in the fifth form. She was fat which seemedrgje to us.
We did not understand how children could be likeéaNa.

Perhaps we thought like that because of our yageg We
began to give hainpleasantnicknames

Of course she did not like it. It hurt her. Nadatried very
often. The girls were sorry for her but the boysem&. The boys
werecruel.

Natalia’s mother came to school to talk to ouckeas. She
asked them to help her daughteptotect her from her
schoolmates. During our class meetings the tedetlars in a
discussion of this problem.

After that some classmates stopped doing it buiesiboys
continued to hurt her. Later we saw that Natalia waery kind
girl. She was always ready to help us. Natalidilisis our class.
We made friends with her. | always say, “Fat doesr@an bad.”

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What do you think is the main idea?

1. It is terrible to be different from other peopieyour class.
2. Natalia said bad things about the other children

3. It is all right to be different.
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Il. Vocabulary

With a partner, answer these guestions.

1. unpleasant:What things do you consider unpleasant?

2. nicknames: Share nicknames in your family or among your
friends.

3. cruel: Remember and share a time when you saw someone
being cruel.

4. protect: What does it mean to protect something or someone?

lIl. Now you Talk

1. Describe Natalia's situation.

2. Are boys more likely to tease others than @irés? If so, why?
3. What suggestions would you give to Natalia?

V. Now you Write
1. Write a letter from one boy to Natalia sayingi\ave sorry.
2. Write an email from Natalia to a friend.

V. Role Play

1. Natalia and her mother: Natalia doesn't wagftéo school.
2. Natalia and the writer: They talk to each other.

3. The writer and two boys: They argue about tepbiatalia.
4. The writer and her father: They talk about Natalproblem.
5. The writer and Natalia: Two years later, thdlg edout the
teasing.
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Don’t Pass by the Person who is
In Need

Sabikhat Mazhidova, 14
Khasavyurt

One day late in the fall my friend and | werehat Yegetable
market because my mother had asked me to buy segetables
for dinner. Suddenly we saw a girl who was sitiomgthe cold
dirty sidewalk. She was dressed in a ligittabby dress even
though it was rather cold. She was begging for mombere are
a lot Kurds in our Southern city nowadays whigrated here
after the military actions in the north of lragvas very sorry for
the girl and decided to help her. | asked my friemdait a little
but she didn’t want to listen, saying that thereenets of
beggarsat the market and | wouldn’t be able to help eledy.
Still | asked her to stop for a minute to talk e Qirl.

“Hi, why are you sitting here?”

“My mother is ill and we have nothing to eat.”

“Where are you from?”

“I'm from Irag. When the army attacked our villagsy
father was killed, but my mother and my three ssskeft the
village and went first to Azerbaijan and then tagBstan.”

“How do you live here?”

“We haven’t got money to live on so | have to beg.

| went to the nearest shop, bought two loaveseddh and
gave them to the girl. She was vgnateful. Two loaves of
bread are not enough to make their living butliblus are
merciful and do good deeds, life will be better for evedsno
Goodness opens people’s hearts
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What do you think is the main idea in this story?
1. Begging is wrong.

2. The people of Dagestan are rich.

3. We should be kind to others in need.

Il. Vocabulary

With a partner, explain each of these words.
1. sidewalk

2. shabby

3. migrated

4. beggars

5. grateful

lll. Now you Talk

1. Describe what shabby clothes look like.

2. What is this Kurdish family’s problem and why?

3. Why does the other girl refuse to help the Kshdjirl?

IVV. Now you Write

1. Your attitude toward beggars and begging.

2. Write about a time when you or your parents vesieed for
money.

3. Write about the difficulties for people caughtai war.

V. Role Play

1. Two girls: Talking about whether they will hehpe beggar.
2. The writer and the Kurdish girl: They talk abtiue Kurdish
girl’s situation.

3. The writer and her mother: They talk about théhar giving
money to the qirl.

4. The friend and her brother: The friend complaheut the
beggar.

5. The writer and the shop owner: They talk abayiiig food
for the poor.
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Always First

Yulya Gizzatullina, 16
Ufa

When | was 11 years old, | had a “best friend”. Hame
was Sasha, but | don’t like to remember her nanuein that
year | began taking part warious contests. | took first place in
the firstcompetition. Everything was so great: | had a best
girlfriend, and every time | entered a contestdkt first place.

One day | didn't feel good, but | knew that wheyot to
school my best friend Sasha would help me throulgard time.
Just like every day, | found her in the hall, aaais“Hello, best
friend.” (We called each other that.)

She didn't say anything. She didn't even say “heBbe
walked away.

| thought that something had happened to Sasha, and
everything would be OK. Then | went up to othetggirom my
class. | couldn't believe it; they didn't talk wite either. |
shared mysecretswith them but theypetrayed me. | asked Igor,
a neighbor, “Do you know why the girls are not tatkto me?”

Ilgor was not too happy to talk to me either, busaigl,
“Julia, | just heard them say something about ymoking you
are so good.”

The teacher had found out about this situation.&sked
Sasha, “Why are you ignoring Julia?”
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Sasha said, “l don't know.” She looked a little,dad then
she went back to a group of girls.

| heard them say, “Julia is stupid and bad; foedetut her.”

| started crying. Every thing broke to pieces fa. hly
teacher took me into a room. | asked her, “Why yshast friend
Sasha being so mean?”

“Julia, have you done anything to her?” she asked m

When | said no, she said, “Sasha magifeous All the
other girls may think you are winning too many &sts.”

“Why is that bad?”

“Julia, they want to have your talent to win cotges
Perhaps they wonder if you think you are betten tihey are,”
said the teacher.

The next day, several of the boys were friendlyg &vo
girls decided to be friendly and not follow thabgp of girls.

| had to change friends and find new ones. | stithpete in
contests and still get first place most of the time

When | remember this incident, my mind asks, “Wy d
they do this? What did | do to them, that they dithve me? |
can't forget it.”

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Write down what you think is the main idea.

Il. Vocabulary

Choose the word from the following list that iss#st in
meaning to the word/s imold in the sentence.

betrayed secrets competition envy various

1. The girls had a feeling @fanting to have what she had.
2. She usually told her friertie ideas she would not share
with others.
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3. Julia liked to take part iifferent events.
4. Her best frienavas false toher.
5. Julia did well in evergontest

lIl. Now you Talk

1. What other reason besides envy might be catisisg
2. Why were the boys nicer than the girls?

3. What kind of group behavior does this storysilfate?
4. What lesson could Julia learn from this?

V. Now you Write

1. Write a dialogue between Sasha and Julia.

2. Write advice from the teacher to both Sashalaifid.
3. Write a letter from Julia to Sasha five yeaterla

V. Role Play

1. The writer and her “best friend” Sasha: Thel the day

before the problem.

2. The writer and Sasha: The writer asks Sasha iwhabng.

3. The writer and Igor: He tries to tell her whatnrong.

4. The teacher and Sasha: She asks Sasha whylstteaigng

Julia.

5. The writer and two new friends: They talk abloeiing good

friends.
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Feeling Alone

Aleksandra Zakharova, 15
Elista

Timur is like all boys but last year he was re&tigely.
What happened? He was 14 years old, and at fgist Be was a
usual guyUnfortunately, he doesn’t have a mother, and lives
with his father and grandmother. Everybody in dass knew
about that and tried to be tolerant to him, but stmes it was
really hard.

He was in a gang and took money from his classmates
Well, it was bad, but | didn’t complain about th&he main
reason we didn't get along with him was inmbearable
character: he was rude; he used awful words; heavas/s
irritated and nervous. We didn't talk to him much.

As for me | didn’t like him, but at the same timdidin’t
hate him. | just didn't have a close relationshith\uim.

Once he got ill for quite a long time, and nobodiled him
or visited him. | went. He was very happy to see e said that
he was very sad that nobody came to visibla&ime myself for
it. | want to change myself, but | can’t.”

We had a long talk, and | learned a lot about Hirturned
out that he was a nice guy, but very lonely. Handlidave any
good friends, and he didn't know how to interadhwiis
classmates. | decided to help him.

At first, we didn't have immediate results. Thegass went
slowly, but steadily. He was trying to do his best.

Some of our classmates wanteaallengeand tease him,
but | asked them to be tolerant. Eventually, he @aser to our
classmates, and they could see that he was a gyodlge result
was super! He became kind aswtiable.Now he has made
friends with many kids in our class. That's codhihk! It's so
bad to be alone, isn'’t it?
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Discuss this story’s main idea with a partner.

Il. Vocabulary

Explain the words ifold in the following sentences.
1. Hechallengedhis friend in a contest.

2. Unfortunately, he had no mother.

3. Being so alone wasbearable.

4. | tried to besociablewith him, but he was too rude.
5. He becameritated by his friends.

6. Timurblamed himself for his problems.

lll. Now you Talk

1. Why did the author visit Timur?

2. What could the teacher do to make this situdtietier?

3. Have you known anyone who was as difficult aadr? Did
the situation get solved?

V. Now you Write

1. A summary of the story.

2. A description of Timur.

3. A letter to Timur’s father from the teacher.

V. Role Play

1. Timur and his grandmother: He is complainingualios
classmates.

2. Timur and his father: They talk about his praidewhile he is
sick.

3. Timur and two boys in his class: They are tgllnim how
difficult he is.

4. Timur and the writer: They talk when the wrigsits him.

5. Timur and the same two boys in his class: Théydfter

Timur changes.
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My Second Home

Natia lvardava, 14
Samara

In September | was scared and really worried als the
first day in a new school. | was totattpnfused | am not
sociable and | am shy. | didn’t know anyone.

| didn’t know what | should do in this situatidrstayed in
the same place likestatue. Then suddenly two girls approached
and one said, “Hi, I'm Marina and this is Ira.”

| said, “I am Natia. I'm pleased to meet you.”&kfthat |
felt calm and in a few weeks | made new friends.

Since then this school has become my second hbnee.
teachers are like mothers; they think about owr&ythelp us to
survive and solve problems. All of us learn Freand English
or German and English. It is hard but since evesyatcepts
each other, we can learn together.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What do you think is the main idea?

1. It is easy to make friends.

2. The right school can be a wonderful place.
3. Itis hard to learn two languages.

|. Vocabulary

Why was Natizonfused
When do you feel like statue?
. Is it good to bealm? Why?

W=
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lll. Now you Talk

1. What are the problems of changing schools?

2. Describe yourself. Are you sociable? Shy? OuigdiFearful?
Confident?

3. Talk about the difficulties of learning one ooma foreign
languages.

IVV. Now you Write
Write about a time, real or imaginary, when you tntera new
school, camp, club, or team.

V. Role Play

1. The writer, Ira, and Marina: They meet for thistftime.

2. The writer and the French teacher: They dismissg the
French class.

3. The writer and her father: He questions her attminew
school.
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Friends Forever

Saltanat Mazhidova, 14
Khasavyurt

| live in a small street in Khasavyurt which istie North of
Dagestan. We know everybody in our street and laraya ready
to help each other in a difficult moment. Two yeag® a new
family moved into a neighboring house. They weradian and
came here from Rostov. There were three of theflathar, a
mother and an 11-year-old daughter, Natasha.

She didn’'t go out often so she didn’t know anyidrien in
our street. | decided to gatquaintedwith her. She was a good
girl and we started to meet regularly and speakiathongs we
were interested in.

Once she asked me if the boys in my school preteas
from other boys who were not nice to us. | answéhnatthey
always protected us and were ready to help. | askeavhy she
asked me about this but she didn’t answer.

One day she asked me to meet her at her schoen\Wh
went to her classroom, the teacher said that @lsthdents were
in the schoolyard. | went there and saw that twygsheere
teasingNatasha but her classmatgstended not to see this. |
started shouting at those boys to make them sasnig Natasha.
At that moment some of the boys came to help aaddan
boys ran away.

Later | asked Natasha why she hadn’t told me aibout
before. She said that those boys were mean todoauke she
was the only Russian in the class. She was afaidrmplain.
She thought that we wouldn’t be friends if | knelooat that. |
said that | would nevdryetray her because | was her friend and
friends were not left alone in trouble.

We are still good friends and always protect eztbler.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
What do you think is the main idea in this story?

Il. Vocabulary
Complete the sentence with the best word in the lis
acquainted, teasing, pretended, mean, complain, baly

1. The two girls became with ether.
2. The boys were the Russian girl

3. If you a friend, it meanstyon
against and hurt her.

4. She didn’t want to to thehela

5. The boys were and cruel, wheyntdased
Natasha.

6. The other children did not help and it

wasn’t happening.

lIl. Now you Talk
Share a time when you wanted to help a friend.

V. Now you Write

1. Write an email from Natasha to the author, sayine situation
IS now better.

2. Write a paragraph about the importance of hglfiends.

V. Role Play

1. Natasha and the writer: They make friends.

2. The writer and her father: They talk about hewfiriend who
IS Russian.

3. The writer and two boys: She tells them it isaméo tease.
They respond.

4. Natasha and the teacher: They talk about thatsn in the
school yard.

5. Natasha and her mother: They talk about thatsm in the
school yard.
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A Story about Natasha

Maria Pavlova, 16
Novocherkassk

It was in summer camp. There was a beautiful, yuamd
kind girl named Natasha. The other girls didn’eliker. They
alwaysteasedher. She tried to be friends with those girlsibut
didn't help. “Natasha, don't sit by us at lunchisTis our table,”
said Dasha, the meanest girl.

Natasha wanted to leave the summer camp.

One day when all the girls and boys were swimnmie
sea, Dasha hadouble in the water and cried, “Help! I'm
sinking!” She couldn’t swim back; it was too farobbdy heard
her. Only Natasha saw the girl and swam out anddsaer.
Natasha is a good swimmer, and kndwfessaving.

When everyone heard that story, they ran up ta$tet and
congratulated her for saving Dasha's life. From that day,
everyone respected Natasha.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
What do you think is the main idea of this story?

Il. Vocabulary
With a partner explain what the words mean in theys
1.teased 3. life saving

2.trouble 4. congratulated

125



lll. Now you Talk
1. Why did the girls tease Natasha?
2. What conclusions can you make about these girls?

IVV. Now you Write

1. Write a character description of Dasha or Natash

2. Write a description of the camp and camp actiwit

3. Write a congratulatory letter to Natasha forisg\Dasha's
life.

V. Grammar Practice

Change the verb from the past to the future tense.
Example: They teased her. They will tease her.

1. They swam in the sea.

2. They ran up to Natasha.

3. She congratulated her.

VI. Role Play

1. Natasha and Dasha: Dasha tells her she isnted/anher
group.

2. Natasha and the writer: She asks Natasha tastag camp.
3. Natasha and camp director: They talk about Matéesaving.
4. Natasha and Dasha: They talk after the swimnmaiglent.
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A Strange Boy

Katya Sycheva, 14
Samara

When | entered a new school and passed into agnee |
got to be friends with one girl, Tanya. Soon | madet of other
friends, but Tanya was alwagpecial

One day I noticed a boy; he was alone and nobaited
to be with him because he wore glasses andsWgigly odd.
Actually, that boy, Misha, was vegheerful and kind but for
some reason nobody wanted to be friends with him.

| was a little afraid of talking to him becauseds afraid that
others would laugh at me. But | did and now wegred friends.
We walk together, enjoy ourselves and | am afréidgodhing.

| think everybody should be tolerant and keep camypwith
whomever he or she wants to. After all, the impatrthing in a
person is not his or happearancebut his or her inner world! |
understand and realize it and | am glad becausastineal life
and the truth.

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Write a thinking question to ask about the mairaid® thinking
guestion is about the ideas in a story, not thsfac

Il. Vocabulary

With a partner, answer the questions about the svoriold.

1. What is another word fagrade as it is used in the story?
2. How can someone Ispecial? How isspeciala good thing?

3. “Slightly” changes the meaning ‘@dd” above. How?
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4. What does a person do when s/hehserful?
5. Describe thappearanceof someone.

lll. Now you Talk

1. What do you think are the reasons nobody spedakdviisha?
2. Where do our attitudes come from?

3. Discuss why the author is afraid to talk to Mish

IVV. Now you Write
Write an email from Tanya to Misha.

V. Match the phrase on the right that completessd#@ence.

1. The boy wearing glasses A. with Misha.

2. Everyone B. had no friends.

3. My first friend C. people would laugh at me.
4. | was afraid that D. should be tolerant.

5. I made friends E. was named Tanya.

V. Role Play

1. The writer and Tanya: They disagree about Misha.
2. Tanya and her mother: They talk about “strarmesb
3. The writer and her father: She asks why “gldsaesa
problem.

4. The writer and Misha: They talk about football.
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Dream Team

lInur Digramov, 17
Ufa

This occasiontook place in our school. It was the beginning
of a rainy October. At this time our school heldketball
gatherings It was like a casting call. The main playersla t
team were looking for better players. When they sathey
ignored me, because there were other boys who were stronge
and “cooler”. | was new to the team and the maay@is already
knew the others and they had good relations witih e#her.

One tall boy, Misha, said, “linur, your class i faf losers.
There is no use in our watching you play. Justgod” They
didn'tallow me on the court.

| said, “Won't you just let me try out for the te@hin the
end | was ignored so | went home.

During the next few months, | kept training, argbt better
and better. | didn't smoke so my lungs were gond,that
helped me to run for a long time without stopping.

In March | received a proposal to join the tearhbatause |
wasdetermined and | didn't quit. During the championship our
team showed good results. | became part of the.t&im
together we were the dream team of th& @mnasium! This is
my story with a happy ending.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
What is the main lesson in this story?

Il. Vocabulary
Complete the sentence with the best word in the lis
gathered ignored determination allow occasion

1. They didn't me to praetitethem.
2. The gathering was a/an for ny twut for
the team.

3. We players on the baskeitaiit.

4. The “cool” players looked away and me.
5. I showed by trainingrfonths.
lll. Now you Talk

1. Why is it so hard for an outsider to “break fmicteam?
2. How is a sports team like a class?
3. What does it mean to be a “dream team”?

IVV. Now you Write
1. Write about a “dream team” that you know about.
2. Write a letter of apology from Misha to linur.

V. Role Play

1. The writer and “cool" player: They discuss whgyisn't good
enough.

2. The writer and coach: The coach encouragesdkedp
training.

3. Misha and father: They talk about the team igrgpnew
players.

4. Coach and the writer: They talk after the chamghip game.
5. The writer and his father: They talk about &han.
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A Brave Boy

Delgr Adyaeva, 15
Elista

I’m sure that all people aeqjual. Tim is my classmate. He
came to our school four years ago. He was not simyy but he
was physicallydisabled. He can’t write with his right hand and it
Is difficult for him to write with his other, butehmust.

One day some boys in the class laughed at him. ‘afeu
strange!” they said. Then two others sailljén!
Extraterrestrial! !”

They didn’t want to communicate with him. | wasssory
for him. It was very difficult for him to study iaur class. Our
teacher said, “It's so silly, boys! He is a veryodayuy.” The
girls agreed with her.

This year we study in the $@orm. We became older and
wiser. Tim is everyone’s friend now. Everyone chaitth him.

Tim is courageous and | admire him. | think thatsi boys
who didn’t understand him last year now admire tom We all
learned to respect him, even though he is different
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
Discuss this story’s main idea with a partner.

Il. Vocabulary

Explore and explain these words with a partner.
1.equal

2. disabled

3. alien

4. extraterrestrial

lIl. Now you Talk

1. Discuss all the disabilities that you know about

2. What would you have done if you were in Tim'agd?
3. What else could the teacher have done?

V. Now you Write
1. Write about this event from Tim's point of view.
2. Write a dialogue between Tim and the writernaf story.

V. Role Play

1. Tim and the writer: Making friends.

2. Tim and his mother: They talk about his trouladeschool.

3. The writer and the mean boys: He tells thentdp being mean.
4. Tim and two girls: The girls want to be friengligh Tim.
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An Unusual
Friendship

Sofa Bunimovich, 13
Kazan

Things change quickly. One morning in Septembarla g
came into our class. The teacher said “Good moreusgyone. |
want tointroduce you to to Keira. She has just arrived from
Vancouver, Canada.”

She was tall with big glasses and was carryingynaoks.
She also wore a funny-looking dress. After thesgaswve talked
to our teacher. We were not happy as we alreadyritad girls
in our class than boys.

The next day, she walked toward me and | met hidér av
cold look. She sat by me. (Why me again?!) She said, “Hello.
My name is Keira. What's your name?” | already kinawname.
| told her mine. She smiled at me.

One week later, things had already changed. Wikl ¢ell
that Keira was very smart! She was the most iigefit girl in
our class! Because she was very shy, she didk’taahy
classmates; it's only our teachers and sometimeaimoewere in
touch with her. She sat next to me and helped hat a

Two weeks later, more changes. My classmate Taneda
me and said that | shouldn’t be friends with Kelrasked why.
He said: “Because you are a boy! You can’t be tigewith some
stupidforeign girl!”

| answered: “Then it is my problem, not yours! W&hould
| listen to you at all?” | think that Tom didn’tkke my answer,

because we had a fight.
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The next day | came to school and sat next toakagain.
She knew what happened the day before. She saalli®diwe
should no longer be friends” and she moved to aratbsk.

| followed her and said, “Donftay attention to those
stupid boys. We are still friends, right?!” She lediand
nodded | hope that our friendship will never end!

Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
With a partner, discuss what you think is the mdea.

Il. Vocabulary
Complete the sentence with the word/s closest ianmng to the
word in bold.

1. introduce She her to us. a) told b) presented c)
helped

2.nodded toKeira Sofa. a) refused b) thought c)
agreed with

3. pay attention to They her. a) watch b)hurt c) take
4. foreign Keira was . @) rude b) lovely ¢) unknown
5. cold look We gave her a . a) bad reception b priz
C) sweet

lll. Now you Talk

1. Why is a friendship between a boy and girl ualZu
2. What is Tom's problem with the writer's frienigbstvith
Keira?

3. What would you have done if you had been théawar
Keira?

4. Describe the three characters: the writer, Kdican.
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I\VV. Now you Write

1. Write a letter or an email from Keira to a fraein Canada.
2. Write a summary of the story.

3. Write an interview with Keira by a reporter frahe school

paper.

V. Role Play

1. Keira and the writer: She is helping him wits Einglish
homework.

2. Keira and her sister: Keira tells about het fiveek in the new
school.

3. Tom and the writer: They argue about his friémalsvith Keira.
4. Keira and the writer: She tries to break offfirendship.

5. The writer and his father: The writer tells hamout Keira.
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The Teacher is my Protector

Almina Malloosmanova, 15
Khasavyurt

At the very beginning of attending our Access sthdound
myself in a difficult position: | was afraid to sggeEnglish. |
didn’t know English well and | thought that if | m@ a mistake
while speaking, everybody would laugh at me. Mycheat saw
this and didn'bother me for a couple of lessons. Three days
later he asked me to stay in the classroom aféecldss.

“Why do you feel so uncertain and nervous durhmgy t
lesson?”

“I don’t know. | supposebecause | don’t know the students
well,” | replied.

“But why are you afraid to read and speak Engliskrrow
you are doing well,” said my teacher.

“I think that other students will laugh at me 1inlake a
mistake.”

“My dear girl, you mustn’t be afraid of the studenThey
are good children and | give you my word they &adly to help
you if you make mistakes or do anything wrong. Yawstn't be
so shy. I think we’ll start right now. Take youxtlkeook and let's
read together.”

We began reading, retelling the story and speakiggther. |
tried hard to prepare for the next lesson and wasng for the
moment when | could show him that | wasn'’t a f@dlfirst |
stumbled but then | became more confident and read quité wel
He praised me and | realized that he understood my shyness an
awkwardnessand wanted to encourage me. | think we
understand each other now. Now | attend school miiilkch joy.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story

What is the lesson in this story?

1. Don’t work hard.

2. The qirl is not a good student.

3. Her teacher helped her to be brave in class.

Il. Vocabulary

Complete the sentence with the best word in the lis

bother suppose stumbled praised awkward

1. She wasn’t sure of her reading and over
some words.

2. To think something without really knowing itts

3. At first he didn’t Waﬁt to her abloeit English.
4. The teacher her English.
5. If you aren't comfortable speaking English, yeel

lll. Now you Talk
In small groups, tell the story from beginning taletaking turns.

IVV. Now you Write
Write a short summary of this story.

V. Role Play

1. The teacher and the writer: They talk aboutshgness.

2. The writer and her mother: They talk about hrebfems at
school.

3. The writer and a new friend: They make frienfiisraclass.

4. The writer and her brother: They argue oveririygortance of
learning English.
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Don’t Hurt my Friend

Elmira Kaipova, 14
Ufa

One day a boy, Artur, in our village thought itstaool” to
say somethingigly and hurt my friend. He was about 11 years
old and he hurt my best friend, Fatima.

She didn't say anything to me but when | wentidatssaw
that she was crying. | asked, “What happened?”

She said, “Nothing.”

“Fatima, tell me about it.” She then told me abitwat way he
had acted and | decided to talk with him abouthgeness.

The next day | met him, “Why did you hurt my fraif His
name was Artur.

“Elmira, | don't want to listen to you,” he said.

“Artur, was it you who hurt Fatima?”

“Yes, why do you care? It's not you.”

“She is my best friend. Wouldn't yoake careof your best
friend?”

He looked away for a while. “I don't have a besrfd. |
guess | am sorry. | don't know why | did that to.he

“Well, | will call her over here and you capologizeto
her.”

He did this and now we are all friends.
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Exercises

|. Understanding the Story
With a partner, discuss what this story says afsaridship.

Il. Vocabulary

Answer the questions about the words in bold.

1. How do young people use the womb6l”?

2. “Ugly” usually refers to the way you look. What doeseatm
here?

3. How does the writedake care ofher friend, Fatima?

4. How do youwapologizeto someone? Give an example.

lll. Now you Talk

1. Tell about a time when you were hurt by what sone said.
2. What would you have done if you were friendshwAttur?
3. What would your mother say to you if you werdukp

4. What does it mean to apologize to someone?

IVV. Now you Write

1. Write a letter to Artur.

2. Write a short original story about friendship.

3. Write a description of any of the charactergl(détails).

V: Role Play

A. The writer and Fatima: They talk about what Audid.
B. The writer and Artur: She asks him why he hatirfRa.
C. Artur and Fatima: He apologizes to her.

D. Artur and his mother: She talks to him abouteness.
E. Fatima and the writer: Fatima thanks the writer.
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Answer Key

Alphabetically by the Titles of Stories

A Blue Pencil II. A3, B4, C2, D5, E1
V. B1, D2, E3, A4, C5
A Girl and a Il. A3, B4, C5, D7, E1, F6, G2
Wheelchair V. Answers vary. Here are some suggestions: 1.

Although she has lots of friends, | am still hestbe

friend. 2. Since she had surgery, she can walk and

dance. 3. When Anna said unkind things to Olga,

sh

became angry. 4. When | observed her, she laugthed

the same jokes.

A Long Hard Journey
to Somewhere

lla. A4, B1, C5, D3, E2

A Story about V. 1. They will swim in the sea. 2. They will rump to
Natasha Natasha. 3. They will congratulate her.
A Strange Boy V. 1B, 2D, 3E, 4C, 5A
Always First II. 1. envy, 2. secrets, 3. various, 4. betrayed,
5. competition
An Unusual II. 1b, 2c, 3a, 4c, 5a
Friendship
Apologizing Isn't a II. A4, B6, C3, D5, E1, F2
Weakness

Be Better Than They
Think You Are

V. 1. Were they welcomed by the teacher? 2. Wer
the girls whispering? 3. Did they think that their

clothes were old-fashioned? 4. Don't country teen:
know about fashion? 5. Did Alicia and Valentin pa
attention to the talk?

e

UJ

=

Being an Emo

II. 1. lifestyle, 2. advised, 3. supported, 4. sisgd,
5. solution

Botanic

V. 1. He is calling me “botanic”. 2. She is lauggpiat
him. 3. 1 am studying English. 4. | am goinghe t
library.

Bulat and Basketball

V. 1. Bulat is sitting alone in the classroom.| @m
walking to the back of the room. 3. We are livimepr
each other. 4. Bulat is proving to be a strongegala
5. He is teaching the other boys some basketball
tricks.

Cruelty Problem

Il. A3, B1, C2, D4
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Don't Pass By the I. 3
Person Who Is in

Need
Dream Team lI. 1. allow, 2. occasion, 3. gather, 4. ignored,
5. determination
First Step to Il. A3, B4, C1, D5, E2
Friendship
Friends Forever Il. 1. acquainted, 2. teasing, 3. betray, 4. compla

5. mean, 6 pretended

Good Friends Are the | I. 2

Best Medicine V. 1. My mother will call the doctor. 2. The gingll
come to the hospital 3. My temperature will go dow
4. My parents will take me to the hospital.

How | Changed My II. 1. remarks, 2. teased, 3. complained, 4. natity
Opinion about a 5. constantly

Person

How to Get Along II. 1. peers, 2. weak, 3. mutual, 4. respect, es®.
with Classmates district

Incredible Shorty V. 1. She is playing volleyball every day. 2. Ttibey

players are talking about her. 3. We are givisgdas
to small children. 4. She is sitting on the beant

watching me.
It's OK to be Different |I. 3
My Dagestan l. 1

[I. 1. vacant, 2. elderly, 3. republics, 4. indegently,
5. hospitality, 6. tourist

My Savior lla. 1. pretty, 2. friendly, 3. quiet, 4. normal
My Second Home l. 2
My Younger Sister V. 1. Nina was the younger sister. 2. The boysawe

ruder to her. 3. They said it was sillier to say
something. 4. My sister thinks | am more trustivert
5. They must be more tolerant toward her.

Never Satisfied .2

New Girl V. 1. They are scared of us. 2. They don't lika.hB.
They know French better.

No Borders Between |I.2
Friends [l. 1. embarrassed, 2. border, 3. shocked, 4.dvadri
5. noticed, 6. appreciated
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Our Teacher's Story

l. 1

V. 1. The boy was rude. Was the boy rude? 2. Th
thought it was fun to tease Lasha. Did they think
was fun to tease Lasha? 3. They didn't want to be
friends with her. Didn't they want to be friendghwv
her? 4. The teacher told her story. Did the teat#ll

her story?
Peoples' Eyes Speak |I.3
All Languages
Persistence l. 2

II. 1. chance, 2. knew, 3. over-rated, 4. was raadye
cut, 5. push, 6. sticking to it

ey

Tanya's Troubles

l. 1

V. 1. Did Tanya have to change schools? 2. Did
parents forbid their children to talk with Tany&?
Were her friends “made up” like adults? 4. Areythe
your friends? 5. Was money vanishing from the
house? 6. Can my school accept you now?

The Boy and the
Swimming Pool

V. 1. They swim in the pool. 2. They were so sorry
3. They took him out of the water. 4. They araialfr
of water. 5. They make fun of the boy.

The Cool Guys Aren't
So Cool

Il. A4, B3, C5, D1, E2

V. 1. He meets him before class. 2. He seeshieat t
situation is stressful. 3. Oleg wants to play witam.
4. He is miserable on the first day. 5. Ivan makes
stupid suggestion.

The Dream Came .1
True V. A6, B3, C5, D1, E2, F4
The Kerchief and the |I.2

Boys

The Sun Glasses

II. A3, B5, C2, D6, E4, F1

The Teacher is my
Protector

l.3
[I. 1. stumbled, 2. suppose, 3. bother, 4. praiSed,
awkward

This Cruel World

[I. 1. similar, 2. cruel, 3. polite, 4. fault, Suddy, 6.
envious
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To Find Oneself

Tolerance

l. 2
[I. 1. competition, 2. ignored, 3. valuable, 4.ged, 5.

education, 6. participate, 7. embarrassed

V. 1. She knew about village life. 2. The courgm}
won first place. 3. She had to move to the tovn.
The girls judged her clothes.

[I. 1. protected, 2. ridicule, 3. unconscious, 4.
authority, 5. situation, 6. influence
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